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The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

At the 5th Annual Global
Media Forum held ahead
of the World Antimicrobial
Resistance (AMR) Aware-
ness Week 2025, Athira Els-
sa Johnson of The Hindu
won the first prize in the
India category for her re-
port headlined “Rising an-
timicrobial resistance in
STIs being seen in India:
experts” published on Sep-
tember 5.

Soujanya Padikal, a free-
lancer for The Hindu, re-
ceived a special mention in
the Asia-Pacific region ca-
tegory for her article hea-
dlined “As we continue to
tackle the challenges of an-
timicrobial resistance,
time to factor in newer,
emergent issues” pu-
blished on May 23.
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The Hindu The Hindu wins at Global AMR Media Awards 2025
winsat Global @ fg &t Wiad TursR Hifsar @iy 2025 § G firen
AMR MEdla e At the 5th Annual Global Media Forum held ahead of the World
Awards 2025 Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) Awareness Week 2025, Athira Elssa
. Johnson of The Hindu won the first prize in the India category for her report

headlined “Rising antimicrobial resistance in STls being seen in India: experts”
published on September 5.

fay thwrgmifagd IRRET (AMR) SITRE&dT HWTg 2025 T Ugd IS 59
i teaa fifsar e RA T, 7 Fg ! fART Tem W9 7 “Rising
antimicrobial resistance in STls being seen in India: experts” e areft 3rgt
RO & forg U Ao § s e S, S 5 RideR &1 g1 gs A

Soujanya Padikal, a freelancer for The Hindu, received a special mention in
the Asia-Pacific region category for her article headlined “As we continue to
tackle the challenges of antimicrobial resistance, time to factor in newer,
emergent issues” published on May 23.

7 B! AR Hie=aT Uf$®Ta &I “As we continue to tackle the challenges of
antimicrobial resistance, time to factor in newer, emergent issues” e arat
30 TG & fore wiRrr-uiid & Aol # faRiv Seaa uTw gor, o 23 T8 &
UPHITRI G3HT AT
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India, Botswana announce cheetah
translocation pact

YR, eI T A ST IR0 G Bt
YOI $1

. India and Botswana on Wednesday formally
announced the translocation of eight cheetahs from the
African nation during the state visit of President Droupadi

" Murmu.
India, Botswana announce SUAR Y R 3R SIqarT Tgcrﬁ AU g B e gE
c tion pact %Eﬁﬂ%&mﬂﬁ%ﬂ@m RIFTRO ST S
SO &t |
India and Botswana on Wednesday formally . Thanking her counterpart, President Duma Gideon

announced the translocation of eight cheetahs
from the African nation during the state visit of
President Droupadi Murmu. Thanking her

Boko, and the people of Botswana, President Murmu
assured Mr. Boko that India would take good care of the

: 5 Is.
counterpart, President Duma Gideon Boko, and anima
the people of Botswana, President Murmu 31q3| an&f §1=|| RIfE= S 3R Sy & @t
assured Mr. Boko that India would take good care T off St BT 3y fan f
of the animals. Botswana will symbolically hand aﬂ 3@ TATA Q|

over the big cats to Ms. Murmu on Thursday. The .
two heads of state will preside over an event Botswana will symbolically hand over the big cats

where five of the eight captured cheetahs willbe 0 Ms. Murmu on Thursday.

released into a quarantine facility at the AT AR B T3 fafcadl B ydiidpTers =9 | Jm|
Mokolodi nature reserve, marking the symbolic e The two heads of state will preside over an event
handing over of the hunting cats to India by where five of the eight captured cheetahs will be released

Botswana as part of Project Cheetah. en into a quarantine facility at the Mokolodi nature reserve,

marking the symbolic handing over of the hunting cats to India by Botswana as part
of Project Cheetah.

I ST T BRIHH B SHedl B, SI51 Uhg T TS dial B & Uid B
Hpraret AR Rord & T SREA Jfaur T SIS S, st weide dtar & dgd YR
@1 3 RieTd fAfRTEt & udierds sl & cxifar g1

1. Kuno National Park (Madhya
Pradesh)

Image credit: PMO [ \d ha
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THE HOMES For
CHEETAHININDIA

Three potential wildlife
sanctuaries that would
support cheetah
population o ® Kuno-Palpur

; Area: 344.686km?
Part of Kathiawar-Gir

Shahgarh }w Madhya Pradesh g
Area: About 4,000km? - e Nauradehi

A fenced region close Area: 1,197km?
to India-Pakistan border Spreads over the
southern area of
Vindhya Range of hills

e Located in the Sheopur—Morena region of Madhya Pradesh.

o Initially a wildlife sanctuary; declared a National Park in 2018.

e Became the first site in India to receive African cheetahs (from Namibia and South Africa) for
free-ranging reintroduction.

o Core to the cheetah restoration mission in India.

2. Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary (Madhya Pradesh)
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o Situated in western Madhya Pradesh (Mandsaur and Neemuch districts).

o Identified as a second potential home for cheetahs and a part of a larger meta-population
landscape together with Kuno.

o Efforts underway to develop corridor and habitat structures for cheetahs.

3. Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary (Madhya Pradesh)

Page5
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o Large area (~1,197 km?) with habitat features considered suitable for cheetah re-introduction.

4. Banni Grasslands Reserve (Gujarat)

e Arid grassland ecosystem in Kutch, Gujarat.

e Recognised by the Wildlife Institute of India (WII) as one of the possible remaining habitats for

cheetah re-introduction in India.

5. Shahgarh Landscape (Rajasthan)

e Located in Jaisalmer district, Rajasthan.
e Considered as one of the larger landscapes suitable for cheetah re-introduction due to open

terrain and prey availability.

Irag’s Sudani secures
a ‘major victory’ in
election, say sources

A

Agence France-Presse
BAGHDAD

Incumbent Iraqgi Prime Mi-
nister Mochammed Shia al-
Sudani, who is vying for a
second term, has scored a
big win in general elec-
tions, sources close to the
premier said on Wednes-
day. Iragis on Tuesday
headed to the polls for a
general election that came
as the country experiences
a rare moment of calm in a
region roiled by recent
conflicts.

The next premier must
answer to Iraqis seeking
jobs, better infrastructure,
and improved education
and health systems in a
country  plagued by
corruption.

But he also faces the ex-
acting task of maintaining

=

Mohammed Shia al-Sudani

the delicate balance bet-
ween Iraq’s allies, Iran and
the U.S., even more so now
that the West Asia is under-
going seismic changes,
with new alliances forming
and old
weakening.

Once final results are
confirmed, lawmakers are
set to begin negotiations to
nominate the  Prime
Minister.

powers

Irag’s Sudani secures a ‘major victory’ in election,
say sources

3P & JEMHT A AT A TSI St 1fia o1, T $1
Ca

. Incumbent Iragi Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani,
who is vying for a second term, has scored a big win in general
elections, sources close to the premier said on Wednesday.
I ST YUTHAT Wgwie R S@-Jgerit, o g HRiGd &
forT TaRRa g, 7 3 gATal | 95t Sitd g1Ra &1 ], I8 o1 gt
& HAd! GAT A GUIR DI ol
. Iragis on Tuesday headed to the polls for a general election
that came as the country experiences a rare moment of calm in
a reglon roiled by recent conflicts.

[ = HATCTaR I 3TH 19 & Y AdeH fova, S 0 98
31T § 919 37 iR Funl W guifad & § ga ifd & & &1
3HT FR TET &

. The next premier must answer to Iragis seeking jobs, better
infrastructure, and improved education and health systems in
a country plagued by corruption.
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e But he also faces the exacting task of maintaining the delicate balance between
Iraqg’s allies, Iran and the U.S., even more so now that West Asia is undergoing
seismic changes, with new alliances forming and old powers weakening.
AP I P & TgAINl ZI 3R MNP & ST Y& e T I BT B
B i BT BT, faRiwaR 3fd ofe ufm gk a9 ufvads 9 ToR @1 §, AU ToseH
S 38 T SR R Wfekral FHeiR 81 e

www.patrioticias.in

e Once final results are confirmed, lawmakers are set to begin negotiations to nominate the
Prime Minister.

gﬁw%uﬁ@ﬁq@@ﬁ%m,%umﬁmmmﬁ%mm%
|
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GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED 13 November 2025

1. | Tagore, Bankim, and an Exercise in Futility

TR, sfepH, R oadf varg

| History 13/11/2025
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Tagore, Bankim, and an exercise in futility

Pitting cultural icons against one another only deepens political fault lines

STATE OF PLAY

Shiv Sahay Sin,
shivsahay.s@thehindu.co.in

olitics in West Bengal
P often revolves around

the State’s cultural
icons. Over the past few days,
the two tallest names in the
Bengal literary world — Rabin-
dranath Tagore and Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay -
have become subjects of an in-
tense political debate, with
political parties appearing to
be in a hurry to appropriate
them.

In the first week of Novem-
ber, the West Bengal govern-
ment issued a notification
mandating that Tagore’s Ban-
glar Maati Bangla Jol (Bengal’s
land and Bengal’s water) be
sung during morning assemb-
ly in all State-run schools. In
December 2023, the govern-
ment had declared the song as
the State anthem and directed
that it be played at all State go-
vernment events along with
the national anthem.

Around the same time that
this notification was issued,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government at the
Centre organised an event to
observe 150 years of Chatto-
padhyay’s Vande Mataram.
The BJP leadership in West
Bengal immediately sensed an
opportunity. It went to various
locations associated with
Chattopadhyay and highlight-
ed neglect at a few of them. Its
leaders accused the govern-
ment of not paying enough
respect to Vande Mataram and
questioned the timing of mak-
ing mandatory Tagore’s song
at all State-run schools.

The Trinamool responded
by accusing the BJP of disres-
pecting Tagore. The party said
that BJP MP Vishweshwar
Hegde Kageri had made dero-
gatory remarks against Ta-

West Bengal

gore. It held protests at Jora-
sanko Thakurbari, the
ancestral home of the Nobel
Laureate, in Kolkata. The BJP
MP had said that the national
anthem, penned by Tagore,
was written “to welcome Brit-
ish officials” and opined that
Vande Mataram should have
instead been made the nation-
al anthem.

The debate appears to have
reduced Tagore to being an
icon of the Trinamool and
Chattopadhyay as being a role
model for the BJP. Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee admitted
that there was an attempt to
create a divide between the
two poets. She also claimed
that since scholars are divided
on the time of composition of
Vande Mataram, her govern-
ment had set up a committee
to observe the sesqui-centen-
ary celebrations of the song.

Developments in neigh-
bouring Assam added fuel to
the debate. A local Congress
leader was booked, at the in-
struction of Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, for sing-
ing Tagore’s song, Amar Sonar
Bangla (O my Golden Bengal).
Members of civil society, in-
cluding academicians, des-
cended on the streets of Kolka-
ta singing Amar Sonar Bangla,
which is also the national an-
them of Bangladesh, in protest
of the police action in Assam.

The Jana Gana Mana versus
Vande Mataram debate was
earlier raised by fringe ele-
ments. However, ahead of the
2026 Assembly polls, it has

Tagore, Bankim, and an Exercise in Futility

TR, sfpH, R oudf varg
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been mainstreamed in West
Bengal politics. While it goes
without saying that Tagore
towers over other literary fi-
gures in West Bengal and that
his ideals continue to form the
essence of Bengali identity
and culture, there is also am-
ple space for other writers and
poets in Bengal’s literary and
cultural milieu.

The BJP has successfully
fuelled the debate over the
two poets. However, the Tri-
namool should not fall into
this trap, particularly when
the West Bengal government
honours all the prominent
icons from the State, including
Syama Prasad Mookerjee, the
founder of the Jana Sangha. It
is unfortunate that the works
of cultural icons are being pit-
ted against one another, espe-
cially when their writings are
rooted in patriotism and na-
tionalism. Some scholars
point out that when Chatto-
padhyay met a young Tagore
in 1882, he put a garland
around him calling him an
“elegant poet of the new age”.
In 1896, Tagore sang Vande
Mataram at the Kolkata ses-
sion of the Indian National
Congress. Comparing the na-
tional anthem - Jana Gana
Mana — with the country’s na-
tional song — Vande Mataram
— is not only an exercise in fu-
tility, but also reflects a nar-
row understanding of India’s
history and politics.

In an ideal world, poets and
writers whose works form the
basis of the freedom move-
ment would remain above the
fray of politics. Granted, we
don’t live in such a world. But
even if politicians cannot do
so, they can be more prudent
by honouring the contribu-
tions of all Indians and not pit-
ting icons against one another.
In an already polarised envi-
ronment, such attempts of ap-
propriation only deepen our
political fault lines.
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Politics in West Bengal
uf3w svre o et

¢ Politics in West Bengal often revolves around the State’s cultural icons.
U3 ST ) ICHIT SRR ST P Aivpfad Tl & 3¢-71S god B

e Over the past few days, the two tallest names in the Bengal literary world — Rabindranath
Tagore and Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay — have become subjects of an intense
political debate, with political parties appearing to be in a hurry to appropriate them.
Rl 6 Rl 8, S 3 R T 35 2) e A1 — <dtaetm SR ahR dfet d
UEIUTEATT — U i oo 989 & 30 & 7 8, 581 AoHIfded ool 3¢ 3a uef &
I B o] A [T @ B

¢ |n the first week of November, the West Bengal government issued a notification
mandating that Tagore’s Banglar Maati Bangla Jol (Bengal’s land and Bengal’s water) be
sung during morning assembly in all State-run schools.
IGR & Ugd qwTe U, UH S7d TBR - T SRR oRY 3 ored s fan man fas
SR &1 G “J7e77 Vo 577 Ger’ (Banglar Maati Bangla Jol) 94! Irea-atferd Wﬁ |
T BT FUT & SR T S|

e |In December 2023, the government had declared the song as the State anthem and
directed that it be played at all State government events along with the national anthem.
feviaR 2023 B WR 7 39 1fd &1 Tear e aifva famam or ofk P faar o fo <@ i =
& Y U IRBRT STAHHI | FoITaT oY |

¢ Around the same time that this notification was issued, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government at the Centre organised an event to observe 150 years of Chattopadhyay’s
Vande Mataram.
I T, Hg B YR ST Uil (UTSTUT) IRPR 1 §fpH 9% TSIuIearg & de UTavH &
150 T¥ T4 & oY T SRk Sford faar|

o The BJP leadership in West Bengal immediately sensed an opportunity.
iYW Se | WISTUT Aqed A T U AR <

e |t went to various locations associated with Chattopadhyay and highlighted neglect at a few
of them.
3 Tgiureard | FEt fafts el R Y ok $u WM W IUT o ISR |

o BJP leaders accused the government of not paying enough respect to Vande Mataram
and questioned the timing of making mandatory Tagore’s song at all State-run schools.
HISTTT A1t 7 WBR R ¢ AR B 9aitd T 7 27 BT 3R TET 3R Ie9 Tpa A
SR & ia &t sifard 79 & T W g9 Ia[T|

e The Trinamool Congress (TMC) responded by accusing the BJP of disrespecting Tagore.
JUIE HRRT (ST 3 SaTe H UTSTT R MR BT U $H BT SRIY T

o The party said that BJP MP Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri had made derogatory remarks
against Tagore.
Uil 3 gl fb WieTaT e fagyR 38 S 3 R & f¥as sraATee feuuft ot off |

e TMC held protests at Jorasanko Thakurbari, the ancestral home of the Nobel Laureate,
in Kolkata.
FTRR A BewEar & Aed RIeR fasdr SR & Uqe TR SIRRIS! STHrarst | faRiy
WG o |

o The BJP MP had said that the national anthem, penned by Tagore, was written “to
welcome British officials”.
UTSTUT HiHG A Fa1 U1 [P SR gR1 e wgha = fafewr sl ival @1 w@rma o34 &
forg feram ar a1

e He opined that Vande Mataram should have instead been made the national anthem.
ST Hd YT fob d¢ AIARH PI IF T S19T ST AT T

e The debate appears to have reduced Tagore to being an icon of the Trinamool and
Chattopadhyay as being a role model for the BJP.

I8 989 U9 Udid gil & o 3T 3R B JUIE &1 Wit 3R W P HISTUT BT
el &1 e R T
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Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee admitted that there was an attempt to create a divide
between the two poets.

@mmﬁwm%ﬁm%mﬁmﬂamﬁmm%mw
LG

She also claimed that since scholars are divided on the time of composition of Vande
Mataram, her government had set up a committee to observe the sesquicentennial
celebratlons of the song.

I Tg ot we1 b dfer fagr 4 AraRy &Y o1 & Ty F A fyuifora 8 safo 3wt
Wi%g?;gﬁoﬁm (sesqui-centenary) JURIE! &I &Tﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁqw
afufa I

Developments in Neighbouring Assam and Political Debate in West Bengal

USRIt 3 H § geATsH 3R ufiw Sme A weifae 989

Developments in neighbouring Assam added fuel to the debate.

TSIt 3 W ® §U "eATHH A 989 Y 3R Ferar far|

A local Congress leader was booked, at the instruction of Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, for singing Tagore’s song, Amar Sonar Bangla (O my Golden Bengal).

gt ferd faat TR & (Y R Ue I SR Ad1 R R & i “ofR 9FR
QT (3N A Mes STTe)” T4 & o7 A <ot fbar |

Members of civil society, including academicians, descended on the streets of Kolkata
singing Amar Sonar Bangla, which is also the national anthem of Bangladesh, in protest of
the police action in Assam.

[ Afgd ANTR® TS & GG BIAPIdl & TSHi 0 I} IR SR AR TiaT
TR SH H Yery PRars & faxiy H U=l foban| ug Mid Fivene=r &1 agra = H g
The Jana Gana Mana versus Vande Mataram debate was earlier raised by fringe
elements. However, ahead of the 2026 Assembly polls, it has been mainstreamed in West
Bengal politics.
“ST T0T T S ¢ ATaRT” $! 969 Ugd Hgudl Tgl gR1 331 T8 o, dfd 2026
frurayT gATal @ e 98 e YRSTYURT $1 IS &7 381 59 TS g
It goes without saying that Tagore towers over other literary figures in West Bengal and that
his ideals continue to form the essence of Bengah identity and culture.
Ig He- B ATTIAH T el [ SR UH S & 3 AIigAP Afada! 4 SR & HR 3D
faaR 3mst oft SITelt ugETH SR WP HT AR T gUE
However, there is also ample space for other writers and poets in Bengal’s literary and
cultural milieu.
gTdifos, FTMA o WIfAP SR RGP ITdIaRUl H 37 Tr@eh! MR Fiaal & forw oft wafe
I
The BJP has successfully fuelled the debate over the two poets.
YTSTUT A 1 wfadl & ol &t 969 P AP adryd® HSHET |
However, the Trinamool should not fall into this trap, particularly when the West Bengal
government honours all prominent icons from the State, including Syama Prasad
Mookerjee, the founder of the Jana Sangh.
BT, JUIE S $I 3T I H g1 HIHT dTey, WIS oId U3 S TWRHR Isd S
T TG TR S O W ¥ SR AT YIS Tl ) 9 3 2
It is unfortunate that the works of cultural icons are being pitted against one another,
especially when thelr writings are rooted in patriotism and nationalism.
u-s'guﬁatgpf%ﬁ? Tellhl & BTal &) Th-gax & favs WeT farar o1 381 8, slafe
ST T SRIHIGT 3R IPATE Bt UG 3 URA G|
Some scholars point out that when Chattopadhyay met a young Tagore in 1882, he put a
garland around him calling him an “elegant poet of the new age.”

5O fagHl &1 Bg1 ¢ & Ja geiuremrd 7 1882 ® a1 MR I YATHId Bl O SIH I8 “AY
1 & Fax PIY” B g¢ AIe UgATS o
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In 1896, Tagore sang Vande Mataram at the Kolkata session of the Indian National
Congress.

1896 H SR = HRHIG AT HIUH F HIAPrar U | G AIH TR |

Comparing the national anthem — JanaGana Mana — with the national song — Vande
Mataram — is an exercise in futility, and reflects a narrow understanding of India’s
history and politics.

TP T — S 01 7 — 1 o1 AP M — F¢ Areed — ¥ 31 33 Jar¥ 8 3R T8
YRA & g 3R Iy 3t Hatol vt 31 axfar g |

In an ideal world, poets and writers whose works formed the basis of the freedom
movement would remain above politics.

W@gﬁmﬁ,éﬁﬁﬁw,%ﬁﬁmmaﬁﬁ@,aﬂﬁﬁﬁ
U &

Granted, we don't live in such a world. But even if politicians cannot do so, they should be
prudent by honouring all contributors and not pitting icons against one another.

T o fos g9 T g § 81 X8 d, dfde eritfasl ! a1fet for @ |l airereatsi &1
W X 3R W AfFIcdl &l Th-gax & (e FsT T B |

In an already polarised environment, such attempts of appropriation only deepen
political fault lines.

T 9 € YA Ppd araraRur § 39 RE & I ID Wi & TATH PHad Ao faHe
B IR TR IR ¢

GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 13 November 2025

Polity

Enumeration forms distributed to 73% voters in Phase 2 of SIR, says
EC

é;ﬁma%mq%%waném%wzﬁn%maﬁﬁmm
N

Panel formed to review Bills seeking removal of Ministers facing
serious criminal charges

#al o 1R SuRIfYe SMRIUY ST ATHAT H31 W ge | Hafdud
fadasl @t giten 39 U9« nfed

International Relations

The limits of international branch campuses

SRS s Huwl Bt Hard

Qualified success

Male out-migration and cash transfers make women'’s turnout higher in
Bihar

HifRTe TEadr:

Y YA SR &g Siervr A fagR # afgarst o1 #aee urfierdt @

Can lawyers break client confidentiality?

T IHId AP DI MUNTdT &) 9IS Hbd 87

Page 1 2

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

CONTACT: 9971932488

6. | How grassroots movements and campaigns are shaping India

O THHT sighe 3R FUAT A URd &Y PR faar @

| Polity

‘ 13/11/2025

Enumeration forms distributed to
73% voters in Phase 2 of SIR, says EC

Lakshadweep has topped the list, covering all but one voter — 57,812 of 57813 voters; Goa is a close second, while Kerala

trails due to upcoming local body polls; Bengal and TN. covered 88.8% and 78.09% voters, respectively, according to EC

Sreeparna Chakrab
NEW DELHI

Voter update

ary 31. The final electoral
rolls will be published on

ters have been distributed,
while in Tamil Nadu, it was

February 7. five crore out of a total of

week since the dis- The house-to-house enumeration runs from November 4 to Lakshadweep has 6.41 crore.
A tribution of enum- Dece‘mberth with draft rolls to be published on December 9 topped the list covering all In Madhya Pradesh,
eration forms for and final rolls on February 7, 2026 but one voter — 57,812 of  53.83% of forms have been

the second phase of the
special intensive revision

% of enumeration forms distributed by State

57,813 voters or nearly
100% till 3 p.m. on Wed-

distributed, while Chhat-
tisgarh recorded 63.75%

(SIR) of electoral rolls in 12~ A"4aman & Nicobar §9.22% nesday, while Goaisaclose  coverage, along with Uttar
States began, the forms Chhattisgarh £3.15% ~ second, having covered Pradesh at 69.95%.
have been distributed to Goa 99.99%  99.99% or just 119 of 11.85 In Gujarat, 88.08%
around 73% voters whose Gujarat 88.08% lakh voters left to be given ~ forms have been distribut-
names are present in the Kerala 49.55% enumeration forms. ed, the corresponding fi-
current voter lists, the Lakshadweep 100% Kerala is lagging behind ~ gures in Rajasthan were
Election Commission (EC) Madhya Pradesh 53.83% other States with only 70.94%, Puducherry
said on Wednesday. Puducherry 93.04% 49.55% having been co-  93.04% and Andaman and
Rajasthan 70.94% vered. The State had nota-  Nicobar 89.22%.
Final rolls by February Tamil Nadu 78.09% bly sought that the SIR pro- The EC said in a state-
A total of 37,05,68,109 en- Uttar Pradesh 69.95% cess be postponed due to  ment that printing of en-
umeration forms have West Bengal 88.8% the upcoming local body  umeration forms has been
been distributgd in the_ 12 Source: Election Commission polls. ) completed in all States ex-
States and Union Territo- West Bengal and Tamil  cept Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
ries — Uttar Pradesh, West Nadu, which witnessed jasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Bengal, Kerala, Tamil Na- these States stands at December 9. large-scale demonstrations  and West Bengal.

du, Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Guja-
rat, Goa, Andaman and Ni-
cobar Islands, Lakshad-
weep, and Puducherry.
The number of electors as
on October 27, 2025, in

50,99,72,687.

The house-to-house en-
umeration process will
take place for a month,
from November 4 to De-
cember 4, and the draft
rolls will be published on

Between December 9
and January 8, the voters
can file claims and objec-
tions, while notices will be
issued and hearings and
verifications will take place
from December 9 to Janu-

against the SIR, have co-
vered 88.8% and 78.09%
voters, respectively, who
appear in the rolls as on
October 27.

In West Bengal, forms of
6.80 crore of 7.66 crore vo-

In Madhya Pradesh,
95.54% of enumeration
forms have been printed,
while in Rajasthan it was
99.58%, West Bengal
99.75% and Uttar Pradesh
99.99%.

Enumeration forms distributed to 73% voters in Phase 2 of SIR, says EC

3l BT HgAT 8 fF THIATS IR & IRU1 2 H 73% HagEars &1 T ua faafa

fee g

e Enumeration forms distributed to 73% voters in Phase 2 of SIR, says EC
S &1 F51 § [ THSMSR & =01 2 B 73% Tagrarsft &1 7o yost faalkd fase me
o Lakshadweep has topped the list, covering all but one voter — 57,812 of 57,813
voters; Goa is a close second, while Kerala trails due to upcoming local body polls;
Bengal and T.N. covered 88.8% and 78.09% voters, respectively,according to EC

wergiy 3 gt

o =i = T faa g, 57,813 ® ¥ 57,812 AACKAISN & HaR dRd g;

T R ™IF IR 8, STafh $Ial RIHG Febra g6 & HRUT U 8; Sme 3R
ARIEATg 7 HH: 88.8% 3R 78.09% TGS Pl HaR a1 8, TH & S8R

o A week since the distribution of enumeration forms for the second phase of the
special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in 12 States began, the forms have
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been distributed to around 73% voters whose names are present in the current voter
lists, the Election Commission (EC) said on Wednesday.

12 o1 | AdardT gt & fa=ig 78 GAI&01 (SIR) & GOR TRUN & fo 01 guatt o
fIaRU1 3! YLH T & T TwIg 916, IAHH HAGK T | A1 arel TTHT 73%
Taerarsil &1 yoF faaid o fau 1 §, 3t 3 9UaR & wall

Final rolls by February
YA d Sifad waerdr gt

e A total of 37,05,68,109 enumeration forms have been distributed in the 12 States and
Union Territories — Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Goa, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Lakshadweep, and Puducherry.

% 37,05,68,109 TUMT TU 12 4! 3R &5 [MRAT =T — IR WS, U3y &,
&d, AEATg, BURTTS, Hed USRI, IS, TEIRTd, 4T, 3isqH 3R fAdeR
o, dadiv ok yg=t — & faafkd fasg o 7

e The number of electors as on October 27, 2025, in these States stands at
50,99,72,687.

27 FLER 2025 TP 31 Il § Gl AAGIAISH 1 TRSAT 50,99,72,687 ¢ |

e The house-to-house enumeration process will take place for a month, from November
4 to December 4, and the draft rolls will be published on December 9.

TR-TR UM Ulehd1 U HgH b 9o, 4 TaaR & 4 feday 0@, 3k 9 feder &1 ey
HACTdl it FehTiRId DI Se |

o Between December 9 and January 8, the voters can file claims and objections, while
notices will be issued and hearings and verdicts will take place from December 9 to
January 31. The ¢ nal electoral rolls will be published on February 7.

9 faiaR A 8 TG dF HdeK ST SR MU SIRad R Tobil, Jaifeh 9 faiar & 31
S % e SR} g1 3R JAaTs T TTg Ufehar gaiwit | Sifaw Ademar gt 7
WA Bl YDA DI S|

State-wise coverage
Y-dRR

o |Lakshadweep has topped the list covering all but one voter — 57,812 of 57,813
voters or nearly 100% till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, while Goa is a close second, having
covered 99.99% or just 119 of 11.85 lakh voters left to be given enumeration forms.
aerdi 3 gt 7 = =i U fan g, 57,813 B ¥ 57,812 I @I 100% AdaTdrsit
! GUAR GIUBR 3 To 0P HAR B gY; s AT gaR VI W 5, For- 99.99% it

11.85 ART A3 § ¥ Had 119 P! Sied? Gt &I TuMT yu faalka o= T g1

o Kerala is lagging behind other States with only 49.55% having been covered. The
State had notably sought that the SIR process be postponed due to the upcoming
local body polls.

B 3= Il A NS 8, TT8T Hadt 49.55% HaANSl AT § | STH R A At
& PHRUI A 1 SIR UlehaT 1 R B BT SRy Y fasa a1l

e West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, which witnessed large-scale demonstrations against
the SIR, have covered 88.8% and 78.09% voters, respectively, who appear in the
rolls as on October 27.
uf3w §ae 3R affraArg, St SIR & fRaard 58 M WR Ry ue=i gu, A swos:
%8.8% 3R 78.09% HAGIAISN B HaR T § Sl 27 SHFLER AP B! Hdald i & i

|

o In West Bengal, forms of 6.80 crore of 7.66 crore voters have been distributed, while
in Tamil Nadu, it was ¢ ve crore out of a total of 6.41 crore.

UfYH 5 H 7.66 BRIS Hdaidsit H F 6.80 HRAS ! YU faalkd frw 1 8, el
TS | 6.41 BAS H I 5 TS D |
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e In Madhya Pradesh, 53.83% of forms have been distributed, while Chhattisgarh
recorded 63.75% coverage, along with Uttar Pradesh at 69.95%.

A U | 53.83% UUF faald fhu U & Siefd Bxiae § v 63.75% 3R IWT
U H 69.95% &

¢ In Gujarat, 88.08% forms have been distributed, the corresponding * gures in
Rajasthan were 70.94%, Puducherry 93.04% and Andaman and Nicobar 89.22%.

TeRTd # 88.08% U fadid fvu 71U €, STafds I § TE 70.94%, Y=t
93.04% 3R SfSHF-fAPIER 7 89.22% 371

Printing status

e The EC said in a statement that printing of enumeration forms has been
completed in all States except Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
and West Bengal.
< A U M | o i Hed U, ORI, IR USRT 3R UfdH S ol
Brgd Tt I B TUMHT YOS BT HE0T R 8 ghT B |
In Madhya Pradesh, 95.54% of enumeration forms have been printed, while
in Rajasthan it was 99.58%, West Bengal 99.75% and Uttar Pradesh 99.99%.
. . ~ .
A USRT T 95.54% UU 1 YZUT Bl IH1 §, STaidh IATRITH H I 99.58%,
Ui e § 99.75%, TR SR YeRT H 99.99% |
The Hindu Bureau " and Akali Dal’s Harsimrat
NEW DELHI Kaul Badal are other Oppo-
sition members.
A 3l-member Parliamen- Nominated Rajya Sabha
tary Joint Committee head- member Sudha Murty is
ed by Bharatiya Janata Par- part of the panel. The Biju
ty (BJP) MP Aparajita Janata Dal (BJD) was invit-
Sarangi was constituted on ! | ed to join the panel, but
Wednesday to review the " » | did notrespond.
three Bills that seek to re- / n The Lok Sabha had
move Ministers — of Union AL 1 @  passed a resolution to refer
and State governments, in-  Nationalist Congress Party the Bills to the joint com-
cluding Prime Minister and  (Sharad Pawar) leader Supriya mittee soon after Home Mi-
Chief Ministers — facing se-  Sule has joined the committee. ~ nister Amit Shah had intro-
rious criminal charges. duced the Bill in the Lower
The INDIA bloc decided ~ was boycotted by six major ~ House during the Monsoon
to boycott the committee. ~ Opposition parties. Session on August 20.
The Opposition has argued The three Bills, intro-
that the intent of the pro- Members on the panel duced by the Home Minis-
posed legislation is mala-  Breaking ranks withthe IN-  ter, are the Constitution
fide and that it is futile to  DIA bloc, Nationalist Con-  (One Hundred and Thir-
participate in a panel gress Party (Sharad Pawar) tieth Amendment) Bill,
where the BJP willbe ina  leader Supriya Sule has 2025; the Jammu and Kash-
majority. The Opposition joined the parliamentary mir Reorganisation
has also cited the example  committee. All India Maj- (Amendment) Bill, 2025;
of the Joint Parliamentary lis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen’s  and the Government of Un-
Committee (JPC) on the Asaduddin Owaisi, ion Territories (Amend- LN
Bofors case in 1987, which ~ YSRCP’s S. Niranjan Reddy,  ment) Bill. —i
Panel formed to o
review Bills seeking removal of Ministers facing serious criminal charges &
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what &t TR SURTfAe SMRIUY &1 ATHAT H1 WR geM | Jafid fadusi
@t aHten 3g U9a fed

A 31-member Parliamentary Joint Committee headed by Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MP Aparajita Sarangi was constituted on Wednesday to review the three Bills
that seek to remove Ministers — of Union and State governments, including Prime
Minister and Chief Ministers — facing serious criminal charges.

FUAR B 31-TSRINT I TG T, D! & R SI=Ta1 U1et (BJP)
B HiGg SAURTRIGT FRM B3 G 7, 1 7167 I I [adae! Bt Fwiten 1 fbar mar ot
5 MR T BRI & 1T, forad wemsh o genh i 8, 3 Wik
TRTTYS RIYY BT WHAT F=A R e 9 Y |

The INDIA bloc decided to boycott the committee.

INDIA 3§ 3 SfAfd &1 afgwpR H3 &1 (o feran

The Opposition has argued that the intent of the proposed legislation is mala-fide
and that it is futile to participate in a panel where the BJP will be in a majority.
fauer 1 a% © b Rfaa WG%@@W(mala-ﬂde)%@?ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ
mfAE g1 fRYe g S| BJP agnaﬁ

The Opposition has also cited the example of the Joint Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) on the Bofors case in 1987, which was boycotted by six major Opposition
parties.

fauer = 1987 & AEI AT W I+ YT HHT AfAfA (JPC) T Iarexur +t o,
o1 B ugw fauelt gal = IiehR fasar T

Members on the panel

& 9o

Breaking ranks with the INDIA bloc, Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad Pawar)
leader Supriya Sule has joined the parliamentary committee.

INDIA TIGsitH J ST gid §T, ASIAATG! HIUW UTET (IRG YAR) Y a1 Givrar gt 3
e it & =i g1 18 ¢

All India Majlis-e-lttehadul Muslimeen’s Asaduddin Owaisi, YSRCP’s S. Niranjan
Reddy, and Akali Dal’'s Harsimrat Kaul Badal are other Opposition members.

T STTH P SRAGE T ST, ITSTHARAT & T, FFRe=T ¥, 3R Srapredt
T Bt G DR g 3 favuel ¥ g

Nominated Rajya Sabha member Sudha Murty is part of the panel.

AT TSITUT T T et +f 59 I o1 g B

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) was invited to join the panel, but did not respond.

di ST g (BJD) &I Tiff & A g1 o fore Sefa fovan am o1, difd 39
PIg Yidishdl el 2|

The Lok Sabha had passed a resolution to refer the Bills to the joint committee soon
after Home Minister Amit Shah had introduced the Bill in the Lower House during
the Monsoon Session on August 20.

ABHAUT - 20 IFRA & AHYA G T TEHA ¥ g gR1 (989 Iqd fPu o &
IR §IG 35 GG AT ! Ho DT URdTd Uik faedr T

The three Bills, introduced by the Home Minister, are the Constitution (One
Hundred and Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025; the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill, 2025; and the Government of Union
Territories (Amendment) Bill.

FW Td I fadae € — wfaur (ue 9t fwar a=meq) [das, 2025, w0
HIR YT (@=ied) fatas, 2025; 3R Fg R Y WHR (Wie)
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Can lawyers break client confidentialit

Is the counsel between a lawyer and client a privileged communication? Which are the three circumstances in which a lawyer can communicate what his client

has said? Why is safeguarding this evidentiary privilege important? Is a lawyer a constitutional actor?

EXPLAINER

Kartikey Singh
Mukula Sharma

The story so far:
n October 31, the Supreme
Court affirmed the
indispensable role of
advocates in a constitutional
democracy. A Bench comprising Chief
Justice of India (CJI) B. R. Gavai, and
Justices K. Vinod Chandran and N. V.
Anjaria ruled that a lawyer cannot be
summoned merely to disclose what a
client has communicated, except where
legal advice is used to commit or conceal
a crime. The suo motu proceedings arose
from a notice issued to an advocate by the
Assistant Commissioner of Police,
Ahmedabad, under Section 179 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
(BNSS), demanding his appearance “to
know true details of the facts and
circumstances” in a criminal case in
which he was a defence counsel.

What are privileged communications?
Privileged communications refer to
confidential exchanges between certain
protected relationships, such as
attorney-client and spousal, that the law
shields from being disclosed or compelled
as evidence in court. The underlying
principle is to promote honesty and trust,
thereby reinforeing justice and ethical
responsibility. The Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam (BSA), 2023, outlines these
protections in Sections 128 to 134.

Notably, Section 128 protects ‘marital
communications’, preventing either
spouse from being compelled, or even
permitted, to disclose any
communication made ‘during’” marriage,
even after its dissolution, without the
consent of the person who made it,
except in cases where one is prosecuted
for a crime against the other or in suits
between them. Likewise, Section 129 bars
the release of unpublished official records
relating to affairs of State without

-L-

departmental approval in order to
safeguard national interest. Further, the
advocate-client privilege under Section
132 prohibits advocates from revealing
professional communications.

What did the SC state?

The top court’s judgment is a concrete
assertion that when the State intrudes
into the lawyer-client relationship, it
endangers the citizen’s right to equitable
representation and the justice system’s
structural integrity of a fair trial and rule
of law. Section 132 of the BSA prohibits an
advocate from disclosing any
communication made to him in the
course of professional engagement, even
after employment has ceased, except in
three circumstances: (1) if the client
consents to it; (2) the communication
pertains to illegal purposes; (3) the
advocate observes criminal activity being
carried out during the employment.

GETTYIMAGES

Although, the privilege belongs to the
client, an accused or litigant, its
enforcement depends on the lawyer’s
silence. This silence has long shielded not
just the powerful but also those with no
power such as women reporting sexual
violence, accident victims negotiating
hostile insurers, and the families of those
lost to custodial excesses. In a justice
system where about 3.9 lakh citizens are
undertrials, this privilege is what keeps
the promise of a fair defence alive.

It’s to safeguard this evidentiary
privilege that the top court decided that
an investigating/prosecuting agency or
the police cannot directly summon a
lawyer merely for appearing or advising
in a case, unless there exists material
showing that the summons falls within
the exceptions of Section 132.

Moreover, by linking Section 132's
protection to Article 20(3)’s guarantee
against self-incrimination, the judgment

Can lawyers break client confidentiality ?

T TP UTEP B MUSIIAT BI 9IS Hbd 82

Supreme Court on Advocate-Client Privilege

(October 31, 2025)

IPIAITD
TR 2025)

e On October 31, the Supreme Court affirmed the
indispensable role of advocates in a

TR gt <grarey (31

constitutional democracy.

3 e s

Ty 3 Haufae dddad
YT o1 WaR

e A Bench comprising CJI B. R. Gavai, and
Justices K. Vinod Chandran and N. V. Anjaria
ruled that a lawyer cannot be summoned merely
to disclose what a client has communicated, except
where legal advice is used to commit or conceal a crime.

@I <IATHe &, 3R, 6%,

’

constitutionalises the privilege, which is a
key element of a lawyer’s function. If a
citizen cannot be compelled to confess,
the State cannot achieve the same end
indirectly by coercing the citizen’s lawyer
to disclose confidential communication.

What about a lawyer’s role?

Through the verdict, the SC positions the
advocate not as a private agentbut asa
‘constitutional actor’, essential to the
survival of the constitutional architecture
of legal representation. This distinction
matters because professional privilege is
neither a perk for lawyers nor a shield
that places them above the law. Itis a
safeguard for citizens. The SC makes that
explicit: the privilege “ensures that no
prejudice is caused to the accused whom
the lawyer represents.” When the State
summons a lawyer to divulge information
about his client, it converts the advocate
into an involuntary witness — collapsing
the distance between defence and
prosecution. The verdict rightly calls such
acts a “blatant breach of the rule against
non-disclosure,” one that undermines
both Article 21's guarantee of a fair
defence and the constitutional promise of
equality before law under Article 14.

Why is the verdict important?
This ruling indirectly strengthens the
right to effective legal representation, a
right the SC has long read into Article 21
and Article 22(1). The SC cited M.H. Hoskot
versus State of Maharashtra (1978) and
Hussainara Khatoon versus State of Bihar
(1980), reminding that liberty without
counsel is liberty in theory. At a time
when investigating agencies routinely
summon journalists, tax consultants, and
even lawyers to “assist” investigations, the
judgment restores institutional sobriety. It
reminds the executive that investigative
power is not unbounded. Section 179 of
the BNSS empowers the police to
summon witnesses, but that power stops
at the lawyer’s door when ‘professional
confidence’ is at stake.

Kartikey Singh and Mukula Sharma are
lawyers based in New Delhi.

THE GIST

v

Privileged communications
refer to confidential exchanges
between certain protected
relationships, such as
attorney-client and spousal,
that the law shields from being
disclosed or compelled as
evidence in court.

v

When the State intrudes into
the lawyer-client relationship,
it endangers the citizen’s right
to equitable representation
and the justice system’s
structural integrity of a fair trial
and rule of law.

v

Through the verdict the SC
positions the advocate not as a
private agent butas a
“constitutional actor’, essential
to the survival of the
constitutional architecture of
legal representation.

Arafe &. faig 5 ok v dt. siwifvan ot i 7 g5 e

21 5 aa B! Faa Ted gRT Bl T 91d Ta1 & AT TE1 gaman o1 qHar, Riaw 396
% BT TelTe T SUANT SRTY H T U & e fvar wa av

o The suo motu proceedings arose from a notice issued to an advocate by the Assistant
Commissioner of Police, Ahmedabad, under Section 179 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
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Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, demanding his appearance to “know true details” of a case
in which he was a defence counsel.

Td: W (suo motu) HAAG! 34 e A IR §%, SN gHerarg & Yferd Ugraed
ST - HIRAH ARTING JR&T Jfgdr (BNSS), 2023 Bt URT 179 & ded Udh ddbid Pl Holl o,
S e 39 39 Tl & “dRafdd SFBRI” oA &1 Bl 71 A1 fSr e d Y&t gota 31

What are Privileged Communications?
T HER 1 872

e Privileged communications refer to confidential exchanges between protected
relationships like attorney-client or spousal, which the law protects from disclosure.

fRIVReR ure TaR &1 off a@ta-uTe® a1 ufd-uel! oI wRféra Taet & s gy Mu-ia
Harel 9 g, o S G FHRA J T4 ¢ |

o The Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), 2023, outlines these protections in Sections 128
to 134.
mmgﬁnmwarfﬁﬁun(ssm, 2023 T S JR& WU 1 U1RT 128 | 134 T FufRa far
gl

o Section 128 protects marital communications, prohibiting disclosure of any communication
made during marriage, even after divorce, without consent — except in cases of crimes or
suits between spouses.

¢RT 128 ATTRP JAR &1 & Tl & 3R fIarg & QR g3 Iradid & YA TR A At
8, ¥d & aare 8t g1 8, Rar sraver a1 ufa-ueht & S qepeR & A J1

e Section 129 bars the release of unpublished official records related to affairs of the State
without departmental approval, ensuring national interest.

UIRT 129 oA fAUmT oAl & Ia & ATHE! S Jafd SWHIRIT RGNS ifiaal &
ThCIHRUl IR b TN &, AT T e JRfard 38 e |

e Section 132 establishes the advocate-client privilege, prohibiting advocates from revealing
professional communications.

URT 132 TPIA-ITED [ARAUIUPR B! AT Bl & 3R il &l ATGHTID TIR S
A I APt gl

What did the Supreme Court State?
gatel <qrTed A T HeT?

e The judgment asserted that State intrusion into the lawyer-client relationship endangers
citizens’ right to fair representation and the justice system s |nt rity.
Had § o8] 71 fds Ied BT THa-UTgd Hay § gwaay & wfafftra &
a&wﬁmwﬁaﬁmaﬁﬁﬁm%

e Under Section 132 of the BSA, an advocate cannot disclose communications even after
employment ends, except in three cases —

BSA ! YRT 132 & d8d, IHId et TUTE 811 & d1¢ W TR BT G Tg) R T,

arg = aRkfRufeal § —
1. If the client consents.
Ife ATeP WAl qar g |
2. If the communication is for an illegal purpose.
IS AR BT 32T A g1

3. Ifthe lawyer observes criminal activity during employment.
e IHIA ISR F GRTT ATIRTIYS TAfafy a3 |
e Though the privilege belongs to the client, its enforcement depends on the lawyer’s
silence, which protects both the powerful and the powerless.
T RRWRIGR 1ol & UTe® &1 7, Afp- 30T Yad daitd &) guit W ik s 2, 5
!:Tf%ranz-ﬁ IR foda g Ft g A g |

e This privilege is crucial in a justice system where about 3.9 lakh citizens are undertrials,
keeping the promise of fair defence alive.
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T faQWiieR 39 =g yoeh & He@yuf § STef @ 3.9 Ra ArRS faarrsdia $d 8,
3R g frsaes s9Td & 91 HI Sitfdd Qa1 5|

e Hence, the SC ruled that the police or investigating agencies cannot summon a lawyer
merely for appearing or advising in a case, unless it falls within Section 132’s exceptions.

, T =grared = fofy fean & yfery o s woilRmi saa sufn aeta & =78 gan
Fahcll Hifc dg bl Ama O IURRYT 31 A1 IaATE <, oI d fob AITeT YRT 132 3t 3UdTg
Jforat | = 3mar gt
e The Court linked Section 132 to Article 20(3) (protection against self-incrimination), thereby
constitutionalising the privilege.

T = UIRT 132 DI TG 20(3) (SATH-TNT T TREN) T TNSHR 9 ORISR Bi
Haunfe gut fean

A Lawyer’s Role and Constitutional Importance

ot B YfeT IR Haufe dea

o The verdict views the advocate as a constitutional actor, not a private agent, essential for
the survival of constitutional justice.
ol & a@ia &1 U Aaeni=e U O T ©, | 9 St Tole, SR 3% "autfae < &
T & T smazas sar T g |

e Professional privilege is not a lawyer’s perk but a safeguard for citizens, ensuring no
prejudice to the accused.

gatal & fore RfwReR 7, e ArfYe) #t JRam g,
GRfd FRa & b SR &t BIg g1 T Ug |

e Summoning lawyers to disclose client information converts them into involuntary witnesses,
collapsing the distance between defence and prosecution.
P! Bl UGD B BRI SR A & T o1 3¢ 3wy Targl # sed i g 3R
T84T 3R RN & i B gt JHI R a1 3

e Such acts violate Article 21 (fair trial) and Article 14 (equality before law) — described by
the Court as a “blatant breach of non-disclosure rule.”
W B e 21 (Faer GoaaT) 3R DS 14 (ST $ TH& THT) Bl Jeaig Hd
g — Ford =amarerd A “TR-gh e uT fw $1 Wy Ieaa” FT|

Significance of the Verdict
foofg &1 W@

e The ruling strengthens the right to effective legal representation, a right derived from
Article 21 and Article 22(1).
Tg Trael gUTdt ST ufafAifRia & SifeR & Hogd a3l 8, ST 3rgsde 21 3R 3gsdg
22(1) ¥ ITA ST B

o The SC cited M.H. Hoskot (1978) and Hussainara Khatoon (1980) to remind that liberty
without counsel is liberty in theory.
Ydled RTerg 3 TH. TF. §GhIC (1978) 3R §ATSIRT W (1980) HTH! T gaTall &d g4
e & aeta P o1 Tadarar baa A e 8

e |n an erawhen agencies frequently summon journalists, tax consultants, and lawyers,
this judgment restores institutional restraint and reminds that investigative power is not
unbounded.
UG 900 T o/d T RA 3R USR], wmmmaﬁwe Tg fufg
HRINTA HIH T8 Bl § IR TG feardl ¢ fo sirg rfeaal srifia 181 g1

e Section 179 of the BNSS empowers police to summon witnesses, but that power stops at
the lawyer’s door when professional confidence is at stake.

BNSS @ YIRT 179 Ufer &I 71d18 a1 &1 3MfABR it 8, Afe STa suraifiys Mu-tadn gig
TR gl 8, ot I Yfad aatd & Sears W $b el g
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How grassroots movements and
campaigns are shaping India

In a democracy, peoples’ aspirations should drive systemic change that boosts equality, education, careers, and economic development. Writers who

have worked among the people, from Bela Bhatia to Subroto Bagchi, report on what is happening on the ground and the lessons to be learnt

Soma Basu

here is a heart-warming story
about Nunaram Hansda in
Subroto Bagchi's book The Day

the Chariot Moved: How India
Grows at the Grassroots (Penguin
Business). Born to tribal parents in the
interior forests of Simlipal, one of India’s
largest biospheres in Odisha, his parents
sent him to Ashram School (run by the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs) as they could
not afford to raise him.

Later, Nunaram joined the Industrial
Training Institute (ITT) in Rourkela. He
had no money to pay the fees and his
teachers had to pool the required amount
from their paltry salaries. Today,
Nunaram heads the insulin
manufacturing line at Biocon. In Bagchi’s
book, we meet many people like
Nunaram, who have achieved success
despite the huge economic crisis and
odds they face.

0Odisha’s journey

When Bagchi was called by then Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik in 2016 to
helm the Skill Development Authority to
transform the State, he encountered the
ground reality — how governments
function and its schemes are
implemented and why the leaders among
ordinary people keep the world moving
but do not write or speak about who they
are and what they do. The book, Bagchi
says, is a tribute to this grassroots India.
With his crossover experience from
corporate life in IT to a Cabinet-rank
government position, he builds his book
on individual stories that highlight the
many facets of development, and also
what ails and fails the system.

He layers the saga of human
development in narratives of
achievements, frustrations, yearnings and
hope because governments, he says, are
characterised by stereotypes of
unreasonableness, sloth and arrogance
wrapped in corruption and personified by

crafty politicians. But lives function
because some government servants and
people at the grassroots are different and
willing to take on the challenges of
poverty, unemployment, health,
education and infrastructure.

Divided into seven sections, the book
details Bagchi’s life, his return to his home
State after four decades, the stories of the
poor and marginalised and how
government initiatives are foiled due to
inaccessibility, inertia and incompetence.
Strategic perspectives that empower the
people can change the scenario as Bagchi
tries to demonstrate. He travelled 3,000
kms across 30 districts in 30 days to
understand the requirements of people
who either languished or made it out. His
objective: to humanise the development
agenda for policy makers and corporate
leaders.

Bagchi writes about the projections
that blew his mind; a staggering 96% of
the entire workforce in India is in the
unorganised sector. Even as India is set to
become one of the top economies of the
world, there is an increasing wage
disparity, forced migration, digital divide
and receding women participation. Only
2% of the youth population under-30 had
received formal skill training while 8%
had received informal training though the
country is in need of many more skilled
workers.

But even amidst widespread disdain,
Bagchi came across people like Muni
Tigga, born in a tribal village in Nuagan
Tehsil, where girls were not sent to
school. Despite taunts from the villagers,
with her mother’s support, Muni worked
as a daily wager at a plant 37 km from her
home. Later, she enrolled at ITI Bargarh
and landed a job as a loco pilot in the
Indian Railways. The skilled training she
received empowered her enough to earn
a respectable identity.

But there are many more families that
manage life one day at a time. The need
for skill development across the State was
seen as a means to human development.

It was kept above politics to make Odisha
a sandbox of innovation, writes Bagchi.
Every new idea such as the Fix
(problems), Scale (skill development
programmes), Accelerate (establishment
of new institutes) strategy caught the
imagination of many and produced what
Bagchi calls “nano unicorns™ — people
who had the ability to learn new skills and
seize the opportunity.

Conversations on change

Opening conversations on change with
the future in mind is also discussed by
Bela Bhatia in her book, India’s Forgotten
Country: A View From the Margins
(Penguin Viking), shortlisted for the NIF
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay Book Prize
2025. When she worked with Dalits,
Adivasis, women, bonded labourers,
ethnic and religious minorities and other
downtrodden groups living in hamlets,
villages and slums, the oppressive forces
that ruled and ruined them with brutality
revealed itself assertively.

Bhatia’s work encapsulates her
research on the Naxalite movement, the
conflict between the state and Maoists in
Bastar, alongside her experiences as a
rural activist in Gujarat. The book is a
powerful critique of oppressive actions,
and Bhatia offers empathetic narratives of
life, death, and sufferings covering States
such as Bihar, Telangana, Rajasthan,
Kashmir and Nagaland. Standing by the
marginalised to whom the governments
and elites turn a blind eye, Bhatia gives
several accounts of caste discrimination,
communal massacres, untouchability,
bonded labour, hunger, widowhood,
armed uprisings and forced
displacement. These sensitively expose
the predicament of real India.

While the searing book stirs the public
conscience, it also serves as an inspiring
account of resilience, courage and hope at
the grassroots level.

Diverse examples
Anchoring Change: Seventy-Five Years of

Grassroots Intervention That Made a
Difference by Jayapadma RV., Neelima
Khetan, Vikram Singh Mehta, (Harper
Collins India) looks at why we despair
more about our inability to realise our full
potential as a country and find fault with
the leadership, state of our institutions
and the economic model. The book tries
to answer questions through examples of
organisations working with the grassroots
since Independence and underlines the
need to reflect on the micro successes
and the several cases of hugely impactful
grassroots interventions that helped steer
society in a positive direction.

The authors’ idea is to revisit examples
of civic action and explore their relevance
for the future. It serves two purposes,
they say: to shift the conversation from
failure to success; and to distil from these
successes relevant design principles that
might have wide relevance to create an
alternative, grassroots-based, sustainable
development model.

Sampat Kale’s book Grassroots
Development Initiatives in India: Rights
Based Approach to Development and
Advocacy (Routledge and Aakar Books)
examines the way voluntary organisations
engage with development programmes
for marginalised sections to empower
them and make them independent and
self-sufficient.

Another interesting book, Grassroots
Innovation Movements (Routledge), by
Adrian Smith, Mariano Fressoli, Dinesh
Abrol, Elisa Arond and Adrian Ely,
examines six diverse grassroots
innovation movements in India, South
America and Europe in dynamic
historical contexts and explains why each
movement frames innovation and
development differently, resultingin a
variety of strategies.

These books remind us of the

contributions and the neglected questions

which grassroots innovation movements
identify. They reflect on both progress
and the need for further improvement
and empowerment.

How grassroots movements and campaigns are shaping India

4 SHIA Srigiet iR IfHAT A URd &) PR fear g

The Day the Chariot Moved: How India
Grows at the Grassroots

g S dedfwe

A= cH

.

b o A o ) R o

There is a heart-warming story about
Nunaram Hansda in Subroto Bagchi’s
book The Day the Chariot Moved: How India

Grows at the Grassroots (Penguin Business).

geral 9T B} A 7 & ¢ IR Gos 877 5157 7T U & ArRecy (95 o) B
TART §i¥al 31 TP UGS HEH! 6|

Nunaram, bom to tribal parents in the interior forests of Simlipal (Odisha), was sent to an
Ashram School (Ministry of Tribal Affairs) as his parents could not afford to raise him.

TR, S NfS=m &

Ryefturar & srfafve siral 7 snfearft wrar-far 3 Uar gy, S

ﬁwmﬁmﬁmﬁw%mmﬁmmﬁﬂwmaa%mﬁﬁw&m
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e Later, he joined Industrial Training Institute (ITI), Rourkela, but had no money to pay
fees. His teachers pooled money from their small salaries to help him.

a1E § 35 sefega effin Sxdleye (3msaens), Tswdaen A aifaan forar, b gew 3 &
1w A =18 &1 37 R1erdY A Su BI aveATe) & A1 SHET PP IR A A

e Today, Nunaram hgads the insulin manufacturing line at Biocon.
3T FARTH ST § SgferT A-gthaaiiT arg— & TE &

e Bagchi’'s book tells stories of many such people who achieved success despite poverty
and odds.

%gmﬁﬁﬁmﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁm%wm
|

Odisha’s Journey

3NfE=m &t arn

e |n 2016, Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik invited Subroto Bagchi to head the Skill
Development Authority to transform the State.

2016 T 3NfE=n & gt 944 veara® - Jaal IR &I TG DI deaq & ol fpa
SAAUHe YT BT YA 594 & fog rHfd o)

e Bagchi realised the ground realities of how governments function, schemes are
implemented, and how grassroots leaders keep the country moving without recognition.

AT 7 U8 HEYY a1 foh IR A BT Hdl &, TS B AR e 8 3R Ha sl
A1 {91 Ug== & ¥ FY 31 9¢Td &

e The book is a tribute to grassroots India, based on individual stories that show both
development achievements and systemlc failures.

Tg fpdIe ARRECH HIRT &1 Yot ¢, o sufeara wei=al & Arery 3 faerg &t
Wﬁmﬁwﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂé%

e Bagchi, with his experience from corporate IT to a Cabinet-rank position, builds narratives
of achievements, frustrations, and hope.

TR 3 BTIRE ATEA A AP HAAE ¥ S WHR g 06 F 31T I Iy,
frTeEmai o sl Bt el B

e He says that governments are stereotyped as corrupt, lazy, and arrogant, but some
officials and grassroots people truly make change happen.

A HEA § [ PRI DI TR YF, A 3R gHSY AT Srel B, A 8 WRBrRL
FHHART 3R SHIT @1 IRda § Fgard a1d ¢ |

The Book’s Structure and In5|ghts

fpdra &1 T3 3T 3

o The book has seven sections detailing Bagchi’s life, his return to Odisha after four
decades, and the stories of the poor and marginalised.
g fobdre T T H faHTTd & 1R STl 1 Sffa, IR gerepl arg sifem # aruedt, ofk
TRI9 9 31T R g+ arell St FHeri=al iia g

e |t shows how government initiatives often fail due to inaccessibility, inertia, and
incompetence.

;ﬁ@%ﬁ%ﬁ?wmuﬁmﬁwqgaﬁﬁ,maﬁ?a&m$w&w@?ﬁ

e Bagchi offers strategic perspectives to empower people and change the system.
AT ST Y RIS T 3R Jomet # uRad= am & forg Jurifae e¥eion iRqd axa §
e He travelled 3,000 km across 30 districts in 30 days to understand people’s needs.

38 30 fa1 A 30 fora @t 3,000 fBH AT P IS AT BT TRl BT JHS T |

¢ His objective was to humanise the development agenda for policy makers and corporate
leaders.

ITPT Ie=d o1 Aifa fFfansii ofik praRke Aarsit & fig faer geist ®1 Ar=d a9
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Workforce and Skill Development Issues

Friad 3R P faer I JSt gfaar

e Bagchi found that 96% of India’s workforce is in the unorganised sector.
AT A ORI S UIRd & $o PrRiaa BT 96% R e @ A g

e Despite being a growing economy, India faces wage disparity, forced migration, digital
divide, and declining female participation.
ol T Fedt AHSTTRIT & Savlg, YR & da- SHTd1, ToigR- yaraH, feforea faurem,
3R afgarsit @t gedt urfierst =t gown g1

e Only 2% of youth under 30 have received formal skill training, while 8% have informal
training, even though the country needs many more skilled workers.
30 9 | BT I & Had 2% garsit 7 =R ulkieor foar g, safes 8% A sFvAi®
WIRAEIOT UTe e B, STafes 32 ) S 3R el 4! B axadar ¢ |

Stories of Change and Hopew
3R =M @

e Muni Tigga, born in a tribal village in Nuagan Tehsil, overcame social taunts to become a
loco pilot in Indian Railways after training at ITI Ba

rgarh.
T+ v, < amae@a%w&nﬁaﬁnﬁﬁgazﬁ, I AT IUGR B UR
PP SIS TG | UIRIGUT UT a1 3R a1 & HRHg 39 | Alpl urgere s
o Her skill training empowered her to earn a respectable identity and financial stability.
I DIRT URAEOT A I AT §141, T 3611 A Jgar 3R
I |
¢ However, many families in Odisha still live day-to-day, struggling for basic livelihood.

ﬁﬂlﬁgﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ
YR B

Skill Development as Human Development

&I A9 fapg & Fu H

o Skill development was viewed as a path to human development and kept above politics
to make Odisha a sandbox of innovation.

P A &1 A4 ey &1 arf a1 a1 iR Ieifa F HuR 7@ g nfE=m &)
HATIR $T H% (sandbox) T &1 G H T foeam |

e Bagchi introduced the Fix, Scale, Accelerate strategy —

STt A fipe, W, TaEaRe YUMIT TR &1 —
o Fix (problems)
e (granaft &1 gHTYM)

o Scale (skill development programmes)

W (DI [T HRiHHT H1 fIdR)
o Accelerate (establishment of new institutes)
([T TR DI RIT)
e This approach produced what Bagchi calls “nano unicorns” — individuals who learned new
skills and seized opportunities.

Y ERHN I IR F SR “A GBI TR T — T e g e siwra @@
3R 3raw B YA

Conversations on Change
W

e Opening conversations on change with the future in mind is also discussed by Bela Bhatia
in her book, India’s Forgotten Country: A View From the Margins (Penguin Viking),
shortlisted for the NIF Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay Book Prize 2025.

Uiqw &1 & § 9 §U uiRads R araiary & e 0 991 aar Hifedr 7 3o gad
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3T BINTICT HT U i & HIfol~ (97737 argiasT) B &1 g, o TSy HHaredl
TSIUTEATT g TS 2025 & g RTefore fosar T g

e When she worked with Dalits, Adivasis, women, bonded labourers, ethnic and religious
minorities and other downtrodden groups living in hamlets, villages and slums, the
oppressive forces that ruled and ruined them with brutality revealed itself assertively.

9 35 aferat, snfearRy, ufgansi, sysm usgRy, ST iR urfitfe sreuae! aur
3= RN G & 1Y BT o, Sl Srerdt, TTia 3R il H 8 ¥, @ S SHUR N HA
aTelt 3R 32 el A Y B Aeh U AT WY Y D T S|

e Bhatia’s work encapsulates her research on the Naxalite movement, the conflict between
the state and Maoists in Bastar, alongside her experiences as a rural actlwst in Gujarat.
IR 1 BT T TG Slieie R WY, TR 8 167 3R WA} W, qu1 [eRTd
o arior srfwal & U § 396 ryal B JHedl |

o The book is a powerful critique of oppressive actions, and Bhatia offers empathetic
narratives of life, death, and sufferings covering States such as Bihar, Telangana,
Rajasthan, Kashmir and Nagaland.

Ig Jd% SHADR BT BI didt Srara= § SR wifear 3 sftas, gog ok fe1 %
R avhl;ﬂﬂam%\—sﬁﬁsﬂ AT, ISR, FIHR 3R AT S S T4} Bl
FHaR

e Standing by the marginalised to whom the governments and elites turn a blind eye, Bhatia
gives several accounts of caste discrimination, communal massacres, untouchability,
bonded labour, hunger, widowhood, armed uprisings and forced displacement.

BIRIT W U3 AN & T TSI gIahx, ! 3R WBR 3R ST o 311 Hg ad &, wifean
3 ST YgUTE, VSIS gaIdis, SRYRAdl, SY3MT Auigel, Y, fauary=, azrd fasie
3R FaYd® fAIRITe & 3 Iareru ot 5|

e These sensitively expose the predicament of real India.

J YA U ¥ aRafd® UIRd B =M Pl SRR Hd & |

e While the searing book stirs the public conscience, it also serves as an inspiring account

of resilience, courage and hope at the grassroots level.

% 39 TR0 o] ST1-3e T ) FHIRA 2, T8 I8 AeTa, WIEE SN S 3 R W
P IR Iae0 & =0 § i rf Bt B

Diverse Examples

fafay Iergur

e Anchoring Change: Seventy-Five Years of Grassroots Intervention That Made a Difference by
Jayapadma R.V., Neelima Khetan, Vikram Singh Mehta (Harper Collins India) looks at why
we despair more about our inability to realise our full potential as a country and find fault with
leadership, institutions and economic model.

AU 3R 4t., ifermn T, fassw Riz Agar @R Siferw Sfean &t gwas gaR7 o
WWWWWW%%F@WWWNW%%W@
I & ©Y T 0 gl T Y U 7 HR U R S PRI R 81 & IR Age, SRl
IR e wisa & @il w1 @iord & |

o The book tries to answer questions through examples of organisations working with the
grassroots since Independence and underlines the need to reflect on the micro successes
and impactful interventions that steered society posmvely
I TXI® WGaAdl & §1G 4 THIA TR TR BTH $ I8 WTS1 & 38Xl & A1eqy o 7 usit
F IR 3 P DI HRell § 3R Y&H TG AATSA U IS B! HHRIAS G201 & @ 914 ard
ummﬁwﬁﬁwﬁmmﬁaﬁmwaﬁwmw%

e The authors’ idea is to revisit examples of civic action and explore their relevance for the
future.
AGPH! BT ILRT ARTRSG HRATS b ITeR0N DI : JHET HAT 3R 370 yfasy & forg
Wi dT &1 WS IR 8

e |t serves two purposes: to shift the conversation from failure to success, and to distil
design principles that might have wide relevance to create a grassroots-based
sustainable development model.
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e Sampat Kale’s book Grassroots Development Initiatives in India: Rights Based Approach to
Development and Advocacy (Routledge and Aakar Books) examines how voluntary
organisations engage with development programmes for marginalised sections to
empower them and make them mdependent and self-sufficient.

T BTA D [P TGy SGTTHE ST 37 S15TT T30 %8 3/F1F & SGTqHe U8
TSI (A IR SMBR g3 T8 Siad ¢ b A5 TI6 H2 gIRIT W U I &
faTa SrRfwHT T YT AR I8 Ta, Tad 3N Atk s |1

¢ Another interesting book, Grassroots Innovation Movements (Routledge), by Adrian Smith,
Mariano Fressoli, Dinesh Abrol, Elisa Arond and Adrian Ely, examines six diverse
grassroots innovation movements in India, South America and Europe, and explains
why each movement frames innovation and development differently, resulting in a variety
of strategies.

TH R WIS S Fecy 371997 Gared (e, ford ufgas f{yy, wivam tharet,
fa=r R, Ei%mﬂm%' 3R TRET Tt 3 R 2, YR, ZaI0T SARPT 3R TR 7 5%
ﬁﬁuaﬁwmﬁamm%sﬁ?m%ﬁsmmﬁmaﬁ?
o™ o) a3/ € | ufvuniva fomar, e aRumeeg fafie Jurifoaat fasiid g3 |

e These books remind us of the contributions and neglected questions which grassroots
innovation movements identify.

;Wﬁwmﬁ?mﬁuﬁﬁwm%ﬁ%aﬁwmﬁw
|

e They reflect on both progress and the need for further improvement and empowerment.

J TATf & Y-y 31Tl YR 3R A=IfFaor it sravadar W Hi faaR Fed €1
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The limits of international branch campuses

ast month, British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer
arrived in India with a
planeload of vice
chancellors. The Indian and UK.
governments announced that
several UK. universities plan to
open branch campuses in India.
Some of them have already
received University Grants
Commission (UGC) approval,
while others are in the early stages
of the application process. The
fact that Mr. Starmer led this
delegation can certainly speed up
the regulatory approvals and
establish these new campuses as
legitimate ventures. However, it is
worth analysing this initiative.

The need for branch campuses
The recent changes in the
India-U.K. educational partnership
are tied to the broader India-U.K.
Vision 2035 and the recently
signed India-U.K. Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement.
Also, British higher education is
undergoing an unprecedented
financial crisis, created both by
inadequate support from the
Starmer government and by a
decline in the number of
international students going to the
U.K. and paying high fees. It is
likely that some British
universities are looking to a move
to India as a way of earning
income from Indians without
importing students. But will
Indians want to study at a branch
campus as a substitute for the
“real thing”? Will the branches
apply the same standards both for
student performance and faculty
quality in India as they do on their
home campuses?

Branch campuses do not always
succeed. And when they fail,
students are often left without
alternatives. In recent years,
several international branch
campuses faced significant
setbacks. Texas A&M University
closed its Qatar campus after two
decades of operation. In Europe,
the University of Kent’s Brussels
campus was shut down due to
financial pressures. These
developments reveal a growing
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The ultimate
value of foreign
branch
campuses will
depend less on
their brand and
more on their
ability to offer
something not
readily available
in India

fragility in the operation of
international branch campuses
where global uncertainties and
local market realities challenge the
sustainability of such ventures.
This risk should be an eye-opener
for India, where clear contingency
frameworks are yet to be outlined.
One of the major gaps in current
UGC regulations is the lack of a
clear safety net for students,
especially if a branch campus
were to suddenly shut down.

Just what is a branch campus?
Is it a full academic institution
transplanted from one country to
another, with a campus, a variety
of offerings, perhaps some focus
on research, facilities for student
services, and the like? Or is it a
floor of an office complex offering
a few specialised degree
programmes deemed to be
attractive to target audiences and
taught by local faculty or
professors from the home
university who fly in for a few
weeks or perhaps teach only on
Zoom? Globally, there seem to be
many more of the latter.

Experts point out that building
a “real” branch is expensive and
time consuming. Most “real”
branch campuses around the
world have been financed by
governments or in some cases by
property developers. For
example, the campus of New York
University in Abu Dhabi was built
using funds from the UAE. Foreign
universities are seldom willing to
invest in actually building overseas
campuses. So, it is worth asking
whether the British universities
will be making significant
investments to build their
branches in India or whether they
simply intend to leverage local
partnerships and facilities.

There is also the question of
teaching. Will these branches
provide full-time faculty from their
home campuses? Experience
shows that this is seldom the case.
As a result, these campuses have
to rely primarily on local faculty. If
that is the case, what then will
distinguish these branch
campuses from India’s emerging
elite and semi-elite universities?

Also, will the branches have a
research mission? The vast
majority of branch campuses
worldwide are only teaching
outposts, as building research
capacity is expensive. Indeed,
research has been a point of
contention between the Chinese
government and a number of the
branch campuses in China —
including British branches of
Nottingham in Ningbo and
Liverpool in Suzhou.

In India, the question is
whether the branch campuses will
be allowed to engage with the
national research ecosystem by
participating in the schemes of the
Indian Council of Social Science
Research or Department of
Science and Technology or remain
isolated teaching units. Their
contribution to India’s research
output and innovation metrics
would be meaningful only if they
are incentivised to undertake
research collaborations and
capacity-building.

Balancing ambition and reality
The ultimate value of foreign
branch campuses will depend less
on their brand and more on their
ability to offer something not
readily available in India. If
handled well, branch campuses
can provide access for students as
India expands higher education
enrolments. They can provide
useful examples of innovative
government and management
practices that may be relevant for
India’s often sclerotic higher
education system. However, the
absence of clear frameworks on
accreditation and quality
assurance leaves uncertainty
about how such collaborations will
align with national standards and
protect student interests. The
question of fee structures adds
another layer of complexity
because India’s many semi-elite
and elite private universities
already offer globally
benchmarked programmes with
international partnerships. As
India approaches an era of branch
campuses, there are significant
possibilities, but caveat emptor.

The limits of international branch campuses

SRR S HuH! B Hag

e Last month, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer arrived in India with a planeload of vice
chancellors.
Uad Ae fafe=r g ¥R TR tF faa Rax paufadl & 9 YR Uga |

e The Indian and U.K. governments announced that several U.K. universities plan to open
branch campuses in India.
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YR 3R foe ot BRI 7 9o &t 76 o fofewr fayfaemag wra A wran o @lem
B AT SR B

¢ Some of them have already received University Grants Commission (UGC) approval,
while others are in the early stages of the application process.
T A 5 & Ugd o fayfaemea sre emahT (UGe) & Wiefa fira gt &, Tafd g sndt
3M1de Ufeha & URfe <RuT A §

e The fact that Mr. Starmer led this delegation can certainly speed up the regulatory
approvals and establish these new campuses as legitimate ventures.

gg 7 for ff WRWR A 39 wfafAftdsa &1 Aqa@ fear, [iga ©u 9 frame sdie o
A R b § 3R 3 ¢ URIRT B1 Y SUHH & U & VI IR Fhall 2

o However, it is worth analysing this initiative.

BIAi(P, 5T UG T faSawur AT 32U B

The Need fon: Branch Campuses
TIET Ul 3t SraRaddr

o The recent changes in the India-U.K. educational partnership are tied to the broader India-
U.K. Vision 2035 and the recently signed India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement.

YRA-Y,F. A& TRt 3 87d & Jeard AuS HR4-,%. faw= 2035 3R g1d &t &
TR HRA-g,%. SIS e 3T TR wwgid 3 s gU el

e British higher education is undergoing an unprecedented financial crisis, caused both by
inadequate government support and a decline in international students going to the U.K.
and paying high fees.
fafewr = Rren 1@ siyayd fasiia Jde 3 oR 5 8, off WReR! J9d= ot it ik 4. %.
O 9Tt SIARRTEI BT § BH & RO ST g3 8|

o ltis likely that some British universities see a move to India as a way to earn income from
Indians without importing students.

Y4 ¢ f oo fafew fyyfaara yRa & foar &t yRda o @ sma sivfa wea &1
RIbT A 8, f81 38 g, Wl

e But questions remain — will Indians want to study at a branch campus as a substitute for
the “real thing”?
ﬁ%u%%%-m%ﬁummﬁﬁma@ﬁsﬁ“wﬁ” fayfaemera
SHT &7 f[ddhed 5I?

e Will these branches apply the same standards of student performance and faculty quality
in India as on their home campuses?
wﬁm}g‘ﬁ YRd T BT R 3R R1ee Turar & a8l ArF® A Bl off 3
TRl 3 22

Risks and Failures of Branch Campuses

URAT R & SfEH 3R SAwaarg

e Branch campuses do not always succeed. When they fail, students are often left without
alternatives.
TIRAT IR U AH 81 81| SR G | B & U TR DS [ADHed g1 gadT|
¢ In recent years, several international branch campuses faced significant setbacks.
g1l & IuI H B3 SARRTPTA AT IRIRY 1 4R e o1 5|
o Texas A&M University closed its Qatar campus after two decades of operation.
T ¢ TS U fayfaenerd A g1 a=1pl a dared & i 3O Hax IR dg o fear|
¢ In Europe, the University of Kent’s Brussels campus was shut down due to financial
pressures.
R H, Be fayfaemay o1 gaed uhrer faxiia qaral & sRu &g o fear ml
o These developments reveal a growing fragility in the operation of international branch
campuses, where global uncertainties and local market realities challenge their
sustainability.
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eI SARRTET MRan TR 3 <Herer | dgdl Al I G €, Tﬁﬁ%
arﬁf%m?rrq 3R WG SR & IRAafasang 396! Jadar B gl ool ¢ |
This risk should be an eye-opener for India, where clear contingency frameworks are yet
to be outlined.

g Siikad W%ﬁﬁaﬂﬁﬁ E?Fﬁﬂﬂ%q Gﬁ&lﬁﬁw TP T (contingency
framework) dOR gl far T B

One of the major gaps in current UGC regulations is the lack of a safety net for students,
especially if a branch campus were to suddenly shut down.

gaA uGc fafam o te 5t ot o | s ol & e #is e o 7Y @, we afe
IS IRET URIR 3D §¢ 81 S|

Defining a Branch Campus
TIRAT IR &1

What exactly is a branch campus?

AR 7 AT URIR 172

Is it a full academic institution transplanted from one country to another, with a campus,
research, and student services?

1 U8 Ueh YUl ReifOrep HeA 2 o1 T 21 I g 237 wiaRa o T 2, e uRew,
STHYUT SR BT HaTd Iell &2

Or is it merely a floor of an office complex, offering a few specialised degree
programmes, taught by local faculty or visiting professors who fly in for a few weeks or
teach only on Zoom?

71 U U8 Had fadt Sraferd Had ST TS a9 ¢ 9ol $oO [ARupd (SUt SIHT IA I
gﬁ%@mﬁuﬁrwmeﬁ$mﬁ%qﬁuﬁwm%mmwwmm
?

Globally, there seem to be many more of the latter, i.e., limited-scale operations instead of
full-fledged universities.

AP TR R, T Wfta TuR & o) ot e $1fdes udia gt 7, St guf fasfyd
fayfIeeral & aoT BIe Revr Fgl F U H B Hd 8

Cost and FeaSIblllty of Buil dmg Real” Branch Campuses

Experts point out that building a “real” branch campus is expensive and time consuming.
A & fb U “areafae mar uRR &1 i agm SR wHa a9 arer gl g |

Most “real” branch campuses around the world have been financed by governments or

sometimes by property developers.

SR AR SHfTRT “arRafae” JMRaT URER a1 df WRPRI gRT famuiita gid § a1 sfi-aht

Hufy SaaUH g7l

For example, the campus of New York University in Abu Dhabi was built using funds from

the UAE.

IETRRU & forg, g aret H =gaies fayfaeneaa &1 ufver Ogad eRd ofiRTd (UAE) & e &

ST T 4TI

Foreign universities are seldom willing to invest in actually bwai:_rlg overseas campuses.

GG yfererrera g g1 w4t fadsn # arafa® 0 4 aveR s & g5
|

It is worth asking whether British universities will make significant investments to build
their branches in India, or whether they intend to leverage local partnerships and facilities
instead.

Tg U 319 5 & fafewr fayfaemem yra & srom =mar ufy & fHafor & vafa
ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁmﬁwmwﬂuﬂ@mﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬁmaﬁmWﬁﬁl

The Question of Teaching and Faculty

Rreror 3R e A ST UY
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There is also the question of teaching — will these branches provide full-time faculty from
their home campuses? ] ] ]

g1 fR1&701 1 0% 1t IaT & — T A RIS 319 Y& URRT | Qofeptieras gt &1 fgaa
B2

Experience shows that this is seldom the case; these campuses usually rely on local
faculty.

U E2ITaT B f TUT 9gd HU & FhaT §; T IRWR SR IR R Rreret Ak a8
If that is the case, then what will distinguish these branch campuses from India’s emerging
elite and semi-elite universities? ]

g U1 ], A 39 IRaT uRER! ) URd & IUR g¢ ufaf¥a siv sref-ufaf¥a fayfaemeal @
T I I

The Question of Research

STEU | ST Uy

Will these branches have a research mission?

T 3 A3 HI Pl SrFEUT Fo=e grme

The vast majority of branch campuses worldwide are only teaching outposts, as building

research capacity is expensive.

ggﬁmmmmm&m%@ﬁ%aﬁﬁmmmmﬁww
I

Research has been a point of contention between the Chinese government and several
branch campuses in China, including British branches of Nottingham (Ningbo) and
Liverpool (Suzhou).

ST N PR R 9 & B3 2man uhwR) — S Aifdaw (@) ok foravga
(F=3) & fafewr afvert — & i faare @1 fawa w12

In India, the question is whether the branch campuses will be allowed to engage with the
national research ecosystem, such as schemes of ICSSR (Indian Council of Social Science
Research) or DST (Department of Science and Technology).

HRd § 9% T8 ¢ P a1 xmar uReRy &t ST 9 — O HR wmTore fagm=
ST ulug (ICSSR) o1 fagm SR fAURT (DST) — Pt Ao & YRT &1 Bt

3rgafa <t wme

Or will they remain isolated teaching units? Their contribution to India’s research output
and innovation metrics would be meaningful only if they are incentivised for collaboration
and capacity-building.

79 SIERT-UTHT RIS SHTSUT S =7 T I7? I WRA P SFHUTT IUTG 3R TaRR
Haam! & drrer qHt Irie g1 oe I TganT SR armar fwtor & g diearfea fasan
SIS

Balancing Ambition and Reality

HEvaTPie 3R ardfa®ar & St Tqad

The ultimate value of foreign branch campuses will depend less on their brand and more
on their ability to offer something not readily available in India.

fad=ht =man uRRl &1 arafa® Iea 3% 9is W 6] e 39 W AR & 5 § uRa &
IUAH 7 B a1dt 3aHR faat guTdt ©U J UgH o g

If handled well, branch campuses can provide access to students as India expands higher
education enrolments.

T gt A I SR 3 ST, A =it uReR I s Amie $ TR & aRH orl @
9% Ugd USH IR Uhd g

They can serve as examples of innovative governance and management practices
relevant to India’s rigid higher education system.

j%ﬂgﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁmm?ﬁ%mﬁﬁwaﬁwﬁwumaﬁ%mmw
|
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¢ However, the absence of clear frameworks on accreditation and quality assurance
creates uncertainty about how these collaborations will align with national standards and
protect student interests.
RIS, AI=IaT 3R TUrarT MY TR WY 3 3 a3 g5 sifSifdear der gt 2
3 GgINT AP AFDI &A1Y F4 A @A 3R BHT & 3l ot Y& v S|

o The question of fee structures adds another layer of complexity, since India’s semi-elite
and elite private universities already offer globally benchmarked programmes with
international partnerships.

Y6 HRTT BT JY 39 Sfeadl Bl 3R IgIal 7, T WRd & sref.ufafda ok wfafya feh
ﬁmm@éwmﬁa%m%ﬁﬁ?w%mmw@%

e  As India approaches an era of branch campuses, there are significant possibilities, but also a need
for caution (caveat emptor).

S-S HRd =IRaT URRRY & AT Bt 3R §¢ Y67 8, T61 Heedqul YUTGATTE &, AT Iy g
TITYUT S B Mazawar i g

GS Paper III: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS

TOPICS COVERED 13 11_2025

Economy
1. | Retail inflation hits a historic low of 0.25% in October

eI aTepIfa Sragar H 0.25% & UfaerRie fFed wr w ugsh

2. | Union Cabinet clears new royalty rates of critical minerals

A Heaqul Wieel #1 7 Aaedt o B A
3. | Inter-State rivalry that is fuelling India’s growth

YR B gfg o) 7 37 arelt siar-yi ufegfgar

S&T

4. | Immune cells primed for rheumatoid arthritis years before symptoms
appear

a&u1 feTs ¢ @ 3% 9 uge €1 wHeiss mdrgiew & forg whava
HIRIPIE IR 8 ST &

5. | QUIZ

6. | ‘India’s design market seeing a huge growth’
“YRd 1 fS1E TR doll A g ¥8T 8
Environment

7. | High levels of chromium, mercury in residents;
iRl | wifray, IR &1 39 i

8. | At 72.16%, Kerala stands fourth in employability rate

72.16% TR, ASTTRATGAT &3 A HIdd NI W W)
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Tuberculosis incidence falling in India by 21% a year: WHO report

YRA H &g A (Eah) Bt aiffes geArsii @ 21% ot fRmae: ssguash aid

10.
Gl tag fee cut to ¥1,000; Minister promises backing for tribal goods

Si3ImE 237 Yo "eTHR 21,000 4T aT; Wit A eI Iwutel & gwd_ 3R
&1 areT foean

11. | Fine-tune the Al labelling regulations framework
TITS dAafei T fFraw= g &t ufespd Hen

DM

12. | Why does India’s road safety system keep failing?

YRA P! TSP Y& UUITeH TR-IR Fi fawre gt 872

| Economy 13/11/2025
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Retail inflation hits
a historic low of
0.25% in October

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Retail inflation fell to a his-
toric low of 0.25% in Oc-
tober, with the govern-
ment attributing this fall to
the first full month’s im-
pact of GST rate cuts, a fa-
vourable base effect, and
drop in inflation of several
food items such as vegeta-
bles and fruits.

According to the govern-
ment, this is the lowest rate
of inflation measured in
the current series of the
Consumer Price Index.

That is, it is the lowest
rate of inflation since Janu-
ary 2012. The data reveal
that the fall in overall infla-
tion is largely due to the
statistical impact of the
base effect on food
inflation.

The data show that the
food and beverages catego-
ry saw prices contract 3.7%
in October 2025, following
up on a contraction of 1.4%
in September.

“The decline in hea-
dline inflation and food in-
flation during the month of
October 2025 is mainly at-
tributed to the full month’s
impact of decline in Goods
and Service Tax [rates], fa-
vourable base effect and to
drop in inflation of oils and
fats, vegetables, fruits, egg,

footwear, cereals and pro-
ducts, transport and com-
munication, etc.,” the Mi-
nistry of Statistics and
Programme Implementa-
tion said.

Statistical base effect
According to economists,
this decline is however due
to a statistical base effect
rather than an actual fall in
prices. That is, because
food inflation in the same
month of last year was
9.7%, the change in prices
this October looks relative-
ly better.

Inflation in the housing
category, too, accelerated
to 3% in October 2025 from
2.8% in October 2024.

The clothing and foot-
wear category was one of
the few other than food
that saw inflation easing in
October, to 1.7% from 2.7%
in October last year, likely
on account of the GST rate
cuts. The pan, tobacco,
and other intoxicants cate-
gory saw inflation quicken
to 2.9% in October 2025
from 2.5% in the same
month last year.

The miscellaneous cate-
gory, which captures all
other items not included in
the major sub-groups, saw
inflation accelerate to 5.7%
in October 2025 versus
4.3% in October last year.

Retail inflation hits a historic low
of 0.25% in October

YT YEpIfd Sragar # 0.25% &
AfaeTRIe Fed wWR W) ugs!

. Retail inflation hits a historic low of

0.25% in October
TR ETEhifd SR | 0.25% &
Qﬁlﬁm frad ¥R R uga

. Retail inflation fell to a historic low of
0.25% in October, with the govemment
attributing this fall to the first full month’s
impact of GST rate cuts, a favourable
base effect, and drop in action of several
food items such as vegetables and fruits.

o G GERH I 0.25% &
ﬁfﬁmm TR dd R T, o PR A
GST & Faldl, 3Pd 39 shae, 3R
e g wat @%T H W yerdf & fiRmac 9@
cIc
o According to the government, this is
the lowest rate of in ratio measured in the
current series of the Consumer Price
Index.

WHR & UR, Tg IUHITIT oI
GADI® (CPI) $! g0 &a J 91a7 71
T BH GEBIa a2 2|
. Thatis, itis the lowest rate of
inaction since January 2012.

T I8 T 2012 & 91 &I 99 HH
HaRmifd R B

) The data reveal that the fall in
overall inflation is largely due to the
statistical impact of the base effect on food
infiltration.

$e1 auiidT ¢ fb ot gerwifa | fRmae gea
w0 Y W aRbIfd IR 99 ghae &
iRSTH I UHTd & HRUT G |

o The data show that the food and
beverages category saw prices contract
3.7% in October 2025, following up on a
contraction of 1.4% in September.

Sc fear & o @mey ok o werd aoft &
DI Sragav 2025 H 3.7% 3R R &
1.4% 97|

) “The decline in headline inflation and
food inflation during the month of October

2025 is mainly attributed to the full month’s impact of decline in Goods and Service
Tax [rates], favourable base e+ ect and to drop in infiltration of oils and fats,
vegetables, fruits, egg, footwear, cereals and products, transport and
communication, etc.,” the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation

said.

ifret iR FrdwH Sraf<aa- WAy & AR, 3ageR 2025 H gdre 3R W
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eI A fiRTge GST =1 # 3t s 99 gthae, 3R A9 9 34, [iewdl, W,
33T, PefamR, 3 3R IdTe, mﬁwﬁgmﬁﬁﬁm’r%wg@

Stgtistical base effect

According to economists, this decline is however due to a statistical base e« ect
rather than an actual fall in prices.

YRR & SR, I8 FRTaC IRAfdd S 8§ HH & SOl JiRSTdid o8 Shae
& HRUBI

That is, because food inaction in the same month of last year was 9.7%, the change
in prices this October looks relatively better.

I fUea ad St T & WTey GETEwiid 9.7% o, ST 9 Sfager &I Hed URadH
3YaTHd SgeR fe@di g |

Inaction in the housing category, too, accelerated to 3% in October 2025 from 2.8% in
October 2024.

JATaT A0ft H ERW I 1t SFgaR 2024 F 2.8% A TGP agaR 2025 H 3% Bl TS|
The clothing and footwear category was one of the few other than food that saw

ine ation easing in October, to 1.7% from 2.7% in October last year, likely on account
of the GST rate cuts.

FUST R Pefdaw 9o 37 $o A0 & 9 it et gerwifa vd—Ued ad & 2.7% 3
UTHN 1.7%, SYAd: GST TR Herdt & HRUI|

The pan, tobacco, and other intoxicants category saw ine ation quicken to 2.9% in
October 2025 from 2.5% in the same month last year.

%maﬁ?mmﬁmﬁaﬁWﬁWﬁﬁ@ﬁaﬁa%z.s%ﬁwz.s%
|

The miscellaneous category, which captures all other items not included in the major
sub-groups, saw inaction accelerate to 5.7% in October 2025 versus 4.3% in October
last year.

fafay goft, o ue Iu-Twgt & =nfira 7 819 arelt 9t awqy ot 8, & garwifa
fUza avf & 4.3% Q TGP 5.7% &1 TS|
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Union Cabinet clears
new royalty rates

of critical minerals
ThWesium and

NEW DELHI

Seeking to reduce import
dependence and vulnera-
bilities in the supply chain
of critical minerals, the Un-
ion Cabinet on Wednesday
approved the rationalisa-
tion of royalty rates of gra-
phite, caesium, rubidium,
and zirconium.

With the rationalisation
structure, graphite, whe-
rein royalty was previously
sought on per tonne-basis
(that is, a fixed amount for
a specific weight of ore),
will now be charged on an
ad valorem basis.

Graphite with less than
80% fixed carbon content
will be subject to 4% royal-
ty of the average sale price,
whilst that with 80% or
more carbon content
would attract 2%.

Caesium and rubidium

rubidium will be
subject to a royalty
rate of 2% on the
average sale price

ty rate of 2% on the average
sale price based on the
specific metal contained in
the ore produced. A royal-
ty rate of 1% would apply to
zirconium.

Promoting auction
In a statement, the Cabinet
said that the decision to ra-
tionalise would promote
the auction of mineral
blocks of caesium, rubidi-
um, and zirconium.
“Today’s approval of the
Union Cabinet on the rate
of royalty will help the bid-
ders to rationally submit
their financial bids in the
auction,” the Cabinet state-

Union Cabinet clears new royalty
rates of critical minerals
=4 HiHsd A Hgayul @f-el at
S e o3 BT Tt <

e Seeking to reduce import dependence
and vulnerabilities in the supply chain of
critical minerals, the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the rationalisation of
royalty rates of graphite, caesium, rubidium,
and zirconium.

Tyl Wi-rell 3t myfd gaar & sl
3R 3mara frRar 8 w1 & fog, Fsa
THRAHEd A qUaR & Awige, Wiorm, wdifsaq
3R oI~ &t ATt G & THITATHT
D1 Hed

o With the rationalisation structure, graphite,
wherein royalty was previously sought on per
tonne-basis (that is, a fixed amount for a
specific weight of ore), will now be charged on
an ad valorem basis.

AT & 1Y, Jp1ge, oG R
Ugd Ufd @ STYUR W aee! ot it 2, (3rufq
3% o fARIY YR & forg uas FHifga i), o
TS ARH ATYR R ARG
o Graphite with less than 80% fixed carbon
content will be subject to 4% royalty of the
average sale price, whilst that with 80% or
more carbon content would attract 2%.

80% A ®H fRR Frd= Grf} I Ivse W

3T ! 7 HT 4% 1aed] TR, STafd 80%

?ﬁﬁmwwmmamm%w
|

e Caesium and rubidium would be subject to

would be subjecttoaroyal-  ment emphasised. a royalty rate of 2% on the average sale price
based on the specific metal contained in the ore
produced.
Hiforaw MR FAfETH W Iafed s & Mg ARy 41g & YR WR SiNd fags!
el B 2% Igeet |

o A royalty rate of 1% would apply to zirconium.

oR®IH | 1% Jaedt ar ert

Promoting auction

Harit &t gerar 3T

¢ |n a statement, the Cabinet said that the decision to rationalise would promote the
auction of mineral blocks of caesium, rubidium, and zirconium.

U 99 A, AT 1 &g1 f dhaviao

1 fAofa Wiferam, Tdfeaw ok

RReIfaw & @f e <Pl B ar &) ggmar |

“Today’s approval of the Union Cabinet on the rate of royalty will help the bidders to rationally
submit their financial bids in the auction,” the Cabinet statement emphasised.

[Nee! TR W S ARAHST B Aol I deirararsii &1 a7 e fasita aiferai adbwa wu d
TR H3 ° Hag e, didesd o 9aH 9 Wik faar m
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Government has released a list of 30 critical minerals for India. These minerals are
Antimony, Beryllium, Bismuth, Cobalt, Copper, Gallium, Germanium, Graphite,
Hafnium, Indium, Lithium, Molybdenum, Niobium, Nickel, PGE, Phosphorous, Potash,
REE, Rhenium, Silicon, Strontium, Tantalum, Tellurium, Tin, Titanium, Tungsten,
Vanadium, Zirconium, Selenium and Cadmium.

Ministry of Mines has increased focus on exploration of these minerals in the country
through Geological Survey of India (GSI) and other agencies. The details of exploration
projects taken up by GSI in last 3 years on critical minerals in India are as under:

Field Season 2020-212021-22 2022-23 2023-24
Total projects on critical mineral 59 118 123 122

A joint venture company namely Khanij Bidesh India Ltd. (KABIL) has been incorporated
with the equity contribution from three Central Public Sector Enterprises namely, National
Aluminium Company Ltd, Hindustan Copper Ltd and Mineral Exploration Company Ltd
with the objective to identify and acquire overseas mineral assets of critical & strategic
nature such as Lithium, Cobalt & others so as to ensure supply side assurance. KABIL has
engagements with countries like Argentina, Australia etc. to acquire critical & strategic
minerals assets.
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Inter-State rivalry that is fuelling India’s growth

ast month, when Google unveiled its

plans for its largest Artificial Intelligence

(AI) data centre outside of California,

U.S., in Andhra Pradesh, Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu gleefully claimed bragging
rights — a global tech titan choosing his State for a
marquee investment over regional rivals such as
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. The jubilation in
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, could be heard
across State borders. In Tamil Nadu, a former All
India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam Minister
chided the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam-led
Stalin government for failing to woo Google,
although it is headed by a true-blue Tamil. Across
another border, a Karnataka Minister suggested,
with barely concealed envy, that Andhra Pradesh
had lured Google with “extravagant subsidies”.

Strip away the politics, though, and what you

see is something profoundly healthy —
competition among States for investment — a
potentially powerful engine for growth. For the
first time in decades, Chief Ministers are not
queuing in Delhi’s corridors of power, but are in
boardrooms of multinationals and corporate
conclaves, persuading investors that India’s best
destination is their State.

Central patronage to competitive federalism
To appreciate this shift, cast your mind back to
pre-1991 India. For four decades after
Independence, capital investment was largely a
political decision made in New Delhi. The
“commanding heights” of the economy were
occupied by bureaucrats who dispensed
patronage through licences, permits and quotas.
The country’s industrial geography was
determined by political calculation rather than
market forces. The Centre decided what should
be produced, how much should be produced,
and, crucially, where it should be produced.

States, on their part, vied for investment not
by wooing potential investors but by wooing
politicians in Delhi.

The reforms in 1991 changed that. By
dismantling industrial licensing and opening
India to trade and investment, liberalisation
shifted power — at least partly — from the Centre
to the States. One of the unstated hopes then was
that economic freedom would unleash
competition among States to attract investors
through better infrastructure, governance and
policy stability.

That transformation took time. For much of
the next two decades, investment decisions
remained Delhi-centric. Public enterprises
continued to dominate and State bureaucracies
were slow to adapt to a more entrepreneurial era.

The promise of reforms is now being realised.

L
Duvvuri Subbarao

is a former Governor,
Reserve Bank of India
(2008-2013)

States are no
longer queuing
for Delhi's
patronage but
are
campaigning
with investors
and pitching
their case with
confidence
and data

The rise of competitive federalism has been one
of the quiet revolutions of the past decade. States
today compete not just with land, concessional
utilities and tax breaks, but with reliability —
predictable policy, faster clearances, skilled
labour and good governance.

Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
vying for global tech mandates - from Google to
Micron - is evidence of a maturing federal
economy. When Foxconn debated where to
locate its electronics facilities, States from
Maharashtra to Tamil Nadu made pitches at the
highest level. When Vedanta and Foxconn
announced their semiconductor joint venture,
both Maharashtra and Gujarat lobbied intensely,
with Gujarat eventually breasting the tape. The
tussle between Tamil Nadu and Telangana over
electric vehicle (EV) manufacturing hubs
underscored how investment courting has
become a professional, high-stakes exercise.

Experience in other federations

India is not unique in this. Healthy subnational
competition is a defining feature of all successful
federations.

In the United States, when Amazon announced
plans for a second headquarters, over 200 cities
submitted proposals offering tax breaks,
infrastructure support and workforce
commitments. Although critics called it a subsidy
race, it forced cities to improve governance and
transparency. Many of the proposals later formed
blueprints for urban renewal projects even where
Amazon did not invest.

In Germany, the federal Lander (States)
compete to attract high-tech industries. Bavaria’s
transformation into an innovation hub — home to
BMW, Siemens and a cluster of “Mittelstand”
firms — owes much to policy agility that other
German States have since emulated.

Australia and Canada show similar patterns.
Australian States compete to attract mining, clean
energy and education investments, while
Canadian provinces such as Ontario and British
Columbia vie for technology and film production
hubs. The result in all these cases is a virtuous
cycle: competition that spurs innovation,
efficiency and reform.

India’s own States are now entering that
league. The best-performing ones are magnets for
both capital and ideas, setting governance
benchmarks that others must meet or exceed.

The Centre, to its credit, has encouraged this
shift. Rankings on ease of doing business, startup
promotion and export readiness have intensified
competition in constructive ways. Investors, once
daunted by India’s bureaucracy, now see its
regional diversity as a positive — multiple entry

Inter-State rivalry that is fuelling India’s growth

YR Pt gies DI T 37 qTelt SieR-Irsd T ufagfean

Rise of Competitive Federalism in India

YRd A uforuslf Tuare &1 339

points, each with distinct strengths. Andhra
Pradesh’s ease of doing business, Punjab’s
entrepreneurial verve, Tamil Nadu’s skilled
workforce, Gujarat’s infrastructure, Jharkhand’s
mineral base and Uttar Pradesh’s vast untapped
potential — each is part of a mosaic that together
makes India a federation of opportunity.

Competition, of course, carries risks. It should
not degenerate into a race to the bottom. States
must guard against reckless subsidies or
indiscriminate land giveaways that undermine
fiscal stability. The smarter path lies in competing
through competence and credibility, not
concessions.

Healthy rivalry also fosters imitation of best
practices. When one State reforms single-window
clearances, others follow. When one launches an
EV policy, others sharpen theirs. A Haryana
success provokes a Himachal response; a Madhya
Pradesh reform triggers a Chhattisgarh
recalibration; an Odisha initiative spurs West
Bengal to better it. This dynamic, cross-State
learning is driving policy diffusion across India —
a hallmark of vibrant federalism. The global
manufacturing and services landscape is now in
churn. As multinationals diversify away from
China, they seek scale, predictability and credible
governance. The “+1” in the China+1 formula must
be earned — State by State. No investor lands in
“India” in the abstract; they land in Bengaluru,
Bhopal or Bhubaneswar. In that sense, India
competes globally through its States.

The new federal compact

In just three decades, India has moved from a
permission-based economy to a persuasion-based
one. States no longer queue for Delhi’s patronage;
they campaign with CEOs and investors, pitching
their case with confidence and data.

This is a transformation of mindset as much as
of policy. The Andhra Pradesh-Tamil
Nadu-Karnataka exchanges over Google’s data
centre may sound like parochial bickering, but
they actually signify a maturing federal compact.
States now view every investment not as central
patronage but as a conquest earned through
effort.

Every time Andhra Pradesh secures a tech data
centre, or Gujarat wins a semiconductor plant, or
Uttar Pradesh’s electronics parks around Noida
light up with new investment, or West Bengal
breathes life into its ports and power grids to
attract industry, the benefits ripple far beyond
State borders. Each success strengthens supply
chains, builds skills, and deepens India’s
industrial fabric. The bottom line: In the race for
investment, every State that wins for itself, also
wins for India.

Last month, when Google unveiled its plans for its largest Artificial Intelligence (Al) data
centre outside of California, U.S., in Andhra Pradesh, Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu gleefully claimed bragging rights — a global tech titan choosing his State for a
marquee investment over regional rivals such as Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.
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The jubilation in Visakhapatnam could be heard across State borders.
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In Tamil Nadu, a former AIADMK Minister chided the DMK-led Stalin government for

failing to woo Google, although it i is headed by a true-blue Tamil.

afeATg H, T TIATSTSITHS HAAt 3 SITHS & Aqa arell Wl IRBR S T i
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Across another border, a Karnataka Minister suggested, with barely concealed envy, that

Andhra Pradesh had lured Google with extravagant subsidies.

@ 3 W R, Heifed & TH WAt 3 1 ST 91 D57 b 3His We=T = I0Te ol “Jrafus

TfRTE 2% arpitia v 21

Strip away the politics, though, and what you see is something profoundly healthy —

competition among States for investment — a potentially powerful engine for growth.

fe; IS BT ST T, 1 S fG@TS <l § 98 SHdd ORI © — w1 & fore oot & &g

wfaaet, St ve wfaa=me fasr §99 59 9o ¢

For the first time in decades, Chief Ministers are not queuing in Delhi’s corridors of power,

but are in boardrooms of multinationals and corporate conclaves, persuading investors

that India’s best destination is their State.

ax! # ugeh aR, FETHA faeedt & e IRy § 6T, sfch agRIgia Sufral & SswH 4
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Central Patronage to Competitive Federalism

g rer d uferuslf weare a@ &1 Awe

To appreciate this shift, cast your mind back to pre-1991 India. For four decades after
Independence, capital investment was largely a political decision made in New Delhi.
Y URTd &I GHSH & 1T 1991 | UGH & YR &1 Al < | WA & IR D1 b, Goit
s e =8 faweht o wreiifae fHofat @ aa grar an

The “commanding heights” of the economy were occupied by bureaucrats who dispensed
patronage through licences, permits and quotas.

SrfTaR & "HHIFET gTged" W RISHRY avf H1 Fi=0 o1, St argdv, Rite ok e &
HIEH J W& Ua $Rd 3l

The country’s industrial geography was determined by political calculation rather than
market forces.

3 & NNIE WIS TRET IR Tal Bt SO Ao TorTS S 01 gt ot
The Centre decided what should be produced, how much should be produced, and, crucially,
where it should be produced.

&% THR g 79 Bl G b o1 I B =1Me, foberm Seret gin =y 3k Jd)
HE@yU — HEl ST i1 a1y |

States, on their part, vied for investment not by wooing potential investors but by wooing
politicians in Delhi.

I FARID! Bl SHHT TR & Foid feeett & ToT-arsil ol R HIA DI 818 & &l | U

Impact of 199j| Reforms
1991 & JYURI BT YHTT

The reforms in 1991 changed that. By dismantling industrial licensing and opening India
to trade and investment, liberalisation shifted power — at least partly — from the Centre
to the States.

1991 & e GURY 7 ST HTRN F! FeaT| eNfIe AFARFT @A F IR AR T
fraw & forg WRa ot WieA 9 IgRERUT A fad o1 5 e T | Fg A A4l Bt 3R
Ryiafyd $ faar|
One of the unstated hopes then was that economic freedom would unleash competition
among States to attract investors through better infrastructure, governance, and policy
stability.
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Gradual Transformation and Realisation

wive uRads 3 St uift

That transformation took time. For much of the next two decades, investment decisions
remained Delhi-centric.
g uikad €R-eR gaf| 3RTe &Y g1l aob o Hdldt fofg feeeit-dfea g1 %3
Public enterprises continued to dominate and State bureaucracies were slow to adapt to a
more entrepreneurial era.

IUhHI BT Tl SIRT TET 3R Y B TIHIME ! STHRe g1 & goq 3§ J9g
[SRIIN
The promise of reforms is now being realised.
JYURT &1 aTa] 3d JTPR 81 ET 8|
The rise of competitive federalism has been one of the quiet revolutions of the past
decade.
wforgsff Tuare &1 3¢a a2 3 20 shifed # 3 Uh @7
States today compete not just with land, concessional utilities and tax breaks, but with
reliability — predictable policy, faster clearances, skilled labour and good governance.
31T Y9 had YfH, Feamadt giaursit Sik &= gel & faw 8 781, afew fageiaar — RR
Wi, a9 o), e yw SR YR & fe o iyt #va €

Examples of Emerging State Competition

T & S IHT ufazaef & Iargor

Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka vying for global tech mandates — from
Google to Micron — is evidence of a maturing federal economy.

TS YSRT, AT SR Fifed GRI IFTA A QB HIGHIT db & AYP ap-d! (3% &
fere mfereget o3 U ufvues Tt srfeaawt H1 T 5 |

When Foxconn debated where to locate its electronics facilities, States from Maharashtra
to Tamil Nadu made pitches at the highest level.

T BIRIPI 3 30T FAaEIP SPTAT gl R B WY, 39 W =R o, f werig |
AP ARG P & Il - o TR W Ugfa S

When Vedanta and Foxconn announced their semiconductor joint venture, both
Maharashtra and Gujarat lobbied intensely, with Gujarat eventually breasting the tape.
oId dgidT SR BiedId 1 (U fidbsaes T URErSHT &1 9vun &1, df HgRTY 3R
ToRTd A Fo! gfereaef &1, fored sfda: e fastar a1

The tussle between Tamil Nadu and Telangana over electric vehicle (EV) manufacturing
hubs underscored how investment courting has become a professional, high-stakes
exercise.

ARYeATg iR a9 gafded ared (EV) fafmfor goa o1 dow g3 wfawasf 3 fg@mn
fos fa=T Terdur o9 Tw URIaR iR IE-SIEH aTel 1 a9 T ¢

Experience in other federations

3] HUT sgawaTafl H rHa

India is not unique in this. Healthy subnational competition is a defining feature of all
successful federations.

YR 39 A H gy 781 3 | oy Su-mgia ufaeast @ g ety saawumstt &1 uw
T faRar ]

In the United States, when Amazon announced plans for a second headquarters, over 200
cities submitted proposals offering tax breaks, infrastructure support and workforce
commitments.

TR I59 SARPT T, Tq AT = 3T gaR AT B! Aol $1 UNor o1, df 200 I
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e Although critics called it a subsidy race, it forced cities to improve governance and
transparency. Many of the proposals later formed blueprints for urban renewal projects
even where Amazon did not invest.

T Sarad! A S8 AfouSt B G8 H5T, Afth 33 BRI DI M 3R URGRfar & gur
Y & U TR fbaT| &3 uRdrd w18 § e A e uRaierel & o sfiic &1,
HECSEECHARCRERIEZ

e |In Germany, the federal Lander (States) compete to attract high-tech industries.
T A, gl dsv (Te) I da-ie! SURT o) s B & forg ufawuyf o5 g1

e Bavaria’s transformation into an innovation hub — home to BMW, Siemens and a cluster
of “Mittelstand” firms — owes much to policy agility that other German States have since
emulated.
AT T TYTARUI TS AATAR $g § — 6l BMW, Siemens 3R “Mittelstand” U BT
g § — I & aiery=T & SRU g, for a1e & g o+ wrsat 7 o sro=mn|

e Australia and Canada show similar patterns.
TR ofik FTST 99 de i 7|

e Australian States compete to attract mining, clean energy and education investments,
while Canadian provinces such as Ontario and British Columbia vie for technology and
f|Im production hubs.

T T, TS Holl 3R R & Faw siefid s & forg gfowasf a4 &,
SIS BATSTE Wid S aieTREY 3R ffew Preaar St 3k Reew Seare Fai & R
gyl Hd ¢ |
e The result in all these cases is a virtuous cycle: competition that spurs innovation,
efficiency and reform.
;r_g%ﬁmﬂ?ﬁﬁtrﬁunﬂwmw%: T ufmef St FaTER, gerdr 3k gUR & uRd
I
¢ India’s own States are now entering that league.

3T YRT P 3T g H 3T Ioft & yow R | B

e The best-performing ones are magnets for both capital and ideas, setting governance
benchmarks that others must meet or exceed.

WAy U B 9T IS 39 Yol 3R fA=RY < 3 3epNUr T by 7 38 7, IR T
IR WS R R I8 3 O 3470 Ioa} o1 T 31 IR FxA1 g

o The Centre, to its credit, has encouraged this shift. Rankings on ease of doing business,
startup promotion and export readiness have intensified competition in constructive
ways.

&% B - 39 URTcH $I WidTed (5T ¢ | Taard , WY Fiearg 3R frafa
TR R 3T A TEATHS 8! 9 ufawgyf & sgran g

e Investors, once daunted by India’s bureaucracy, now see its regional diversity as a positive
— multiple entry points, each with distinct strengths.

1A=, S Uget YRA &1 Areexmet 9 wfid 9, oF 3u®! e fafauar «1 aer@e =P 9

3Td § — S YA gR, U 1 3o fIRY drpdl & @y
o Andhra Pradesh’s ease of doing business, Punjab’s entrepreneurial verve, Tamil

Nadu’s skilled workforce, Gujarat’s infrastructure, Jharkhand’s mineral base and Uttar
Pradesh’s vast untapped potential — each is part of a mosaic that together makes India a
federation of opportunity.

AT YA=T B SATYR JITHAT, TATd Bt STHRNAdT, A $T PG HATd, ORI BT
gfraTdl g, YRES B Wi SMUR 3R IR Y1 P foriret rgert grear — 3 it
AR YRT B HTERI BT WY 10 ¢ |

o Competition, of course, carries risks. It should not degenerate into a race to the bottom.

yferuef, Tmifde ¥ 4, sifes i ardl 81 39 e AR 3t fs & =81 sea =i

e States must guard against reckless subsidies or indiscriminate land giveaways that
undermine fiscal stability.

3To4! & ATIRATE Aietre! AT sfenejer YRy faavor ¥ so1 91fgu o Ao g fRURar
HIGR R ¢ |

e The smarter path lies in competing through competence and credibility, not concessions.

TIIER IR Fel T8 sfews et iR fasRa=itaar & qrem 9 ufagyf a3 A 7
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e Healthy rivalry also fosters imitation of best practices.
W Ufagfgar 98 uureii Ft Aod o 1t iefed adl ¢

o When one State reforms single-window clearances, others follow. When one launches an
EV policy, others sharpen theirs.
o U 1oy RivTa-fae foeava & QuR axar g, a1 31 IUHT SR HRd & | 919 Th I
s Afa e, a‘rqu 3T Hifat o AeTed HRa B

e A Haryana success provokes a Himachal response; a Madhya Pradesh reform triggers a
Chhattisgarh recalibration; an Odisha initiative spurs West Bengal to better it.

B! Twaar furaa @t glafrar IOz HRdl §; HeT U BT YUR &

YRIGer & ORd 3 8; SN Pt Uge U3 ST &1 SgeR UeH & forg IRkd Bt 31

e This dynamic, cross-State learning is driving policy diffusion across India — a hallmark of
vibrant federalism.
g Tfa=id, SR TR YR H feRTd UHR &1 3 §¢T 36! § — Sl Afshd THaTg o
EEEIEE]

e The global manufacturing and services landscape is now in churn. As multinationals
diversify away from China, they seek scale, predictability and credible governance.

Afiyes FeTeT SR e URETT 37 URad F aR A 21 o Hufar 99 1
fafaefrevor w36 €, 0 9 T, %Rmsﬁ?ﬁw'—ﬂtrw GEINE: K

e The “+1”in the China+1 formula must be eamed — State by State.
TS+ BIHET T “+1” BT YFHT 3ifofd FH gt — Ioa o= T4 |

¢ No investor lands in “India” in the abstract; they land in Bengaluru, Bhopal or
Bhubaneswar.

HI3 FAY® “URT T 78T IaRaT; I TGS, HUTe AT YaAgR H IR &
¢ |n that sense, India competes globally through its States.

39 3f H, HIRT 39 I P ATAH | e wR W ufceuyf sar 2|

The new federal compact
a1 Su

¢ Injust three decades, India has moved from a permission-based economy to a
persuasion-based one.
Had A GBI 4, YR U gafd-merfya srfegawr I wRum-smenfya srfogawr &
gRafdd g1 T gl

e States no longer queue for Delhi’s patronage; they campaign with CEOs and investors,
pitching their case with confidence and data.
I 379 faeett & TREOT & oy HaR & =181 avTa; o Wi 3R Fra=ret & Iry smeafayry
IR ST F YR W T Tfd < & |

e This is a transformation of mindset as much as of policy.
Ig Had =Hifd BT Tg| Sieh ARIBT BT ufvad= i 51

o The Andhra Pradesh-Tamil Nadu—Karnataka exchanges over Google’s data centre may
sound like parochial bickering, but they actually signify a maturing federal compact.

TRTA & ST HeX DI AP AT YSR-aRIaAIg-B-Iied & aid D! Hfaeayl JHiof o1 T g,
Qfeh IRda & 78 Us ufkue Tt awsia &1 dad g1

e States now view every investment not as central patronage but as a conquest earned
through effort.

3fd YT YA AT B Heid HUT el afcsh T A Sifofa Iuafss & o d 3w g

o Every time Andhra Pradesh secures a tech data centre, or Gujarat wins a semiconductor
plant, or Uttar Pradesh’s electronics parks around Noida light up with new investment, or
West Bengal breathes life into its ports and power grids, the benefits ripple far beyond
State borders.

TR IR 9IF 3HiY YT U b ST Her gd ol §, 1 oRTd U AHhsder Wie Siddl g,
T IR YR & ATST & SATHUIY FAFCI-RT UTHh! H 701 Faer orar &, a1 ufde smer oA
ﬁmﬁm%' 3R TR RISt ! gAsiffad ol § — dl 39 a1 g $1 JA1eft F wel o asb

|
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o Each success strengthens supply chains, builds skills, and deepens India’s industrial

fabric.

TA® qOhrdl STYfd aarsii &1 Toigd Bl o, DI BRI Bl g 3R YRd B e

TG B TR UGH Il 5|

e The bottom line: In the race for investment, every State that wins for itself, also wins for

India.

e 9w 1 s |, 83 50 oY 34 e Shaar 8, 98 WRd & fore oft sfiaar 21

| S&T

‘ 13/11/2025

Tuberculosis incidence falling in
India by 21% a year: WHO report

GSIIl:S&T
India leads global TB fight

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

India’s tuberculosis (TB) in-
cidence, with new cases
emerging every year, fell
by 21% — from 237 TB cases
per lakh population in
2015 to 187 per lakh popu-
lation in 2024 - almost

India records one of
the world's steepest
tuberculosis
declines, doubling
global progress
through innovation
and outreach

Also, there is no signifi-
cant increase in the num-
ber of multidrug-resistant
(MDR) TB patients in the
country, adding that treat-
ment success rate under
the TB Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan increases to 90%,
ahead of the global treat-
ment success rate of 88%.

double the pace of decline = TB incidence fell India’s TB mortality rate
observed globally, at 12%,  21% (2015-2024), has also decreased from 28
according to the World zr:s';"sz:;tl‘;;ﬁ? per lakh population in
Health Organization i ® The number of = TB 2015 to 21 per lakh popula-
(WHO) Global TB Report, ® Treatment missing cases reduced mortality tion in 2024, reflecting sig-
2025, the Union Health Mi-  coverage rose from from from 15 lakh (2015) | declined nificant progress in reduc-
nistry said in a release is- ?23;; 4{szs.} to 929 to <1 lakh (2024) Lr:;?hisper ing deaths due to TB.

sued on Wednesday. This = The treatment success | lakhto Since its launch in De-
was one of the highest de- = 26.18 lakh ratein India was about | 21deaths cember 2024, India’s flag-
clines in TB incidence glo-  diagnosed out of 27 90%, against the global | per lakh ship TB elimination mis-
bally, outpacing reductions ~ lakh estimated cases average of 88% (2015-2024)  gjon, the TB Mukt Bharat

noted among other high-

Abhiyan, has achieved ex-

burden countries. country’s treatment cover- The Ministry said this tensive reach, screening

“India’s innovative case  age to surge to over 92% in  had helped reduce the over 19 crore vulnerable in-
finding approach, driven 2024, from 53% in 2015 — number of “missing cases”  dividuals for TB across the
by the swift uptake of new-  with 26.18 lakh TB patients  — those who had TB but  country, leading to the de-
er technologies, decentral-  being diagnosed in 2024, were not reported to the tection of over 24.5 lakh TB
isation of services, and out of an estimated inci- programme — from an esti- patients, including 8.61
large-scale = community denceof 27lakh cases,”the mated 15 lakh in 2015 to  lakh asymptomatic TB cas-

mobilisation, has led to the

release said.

less than one lakh in 2024.

es, the report said.

Tuberculosis incidence falling in India by 21% a year: WHO report

YR ¥ & A (S bt aiffes gearsii @ 21% ot fRmae: ssguash fad

e India’s tuberculosis (TB) incidence, with new cases emerging every year, fell by 21%
— from 237 TB cases per lakh population in 2015 to 187 per lakh population in
2024 — almost double the pace of decline observed globally, at 12%, according to
the World Health Organization (WHO) Global TB Report, 2025, the Union Health
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Ministry said in a release issued on Wednesday.
YRA | Ufaas - o aet 7Y &4 A (el Al # 21% Pt RET 318 — 2015 H
Wi aRg S UR 237 ddl 7THS S 9o 2024 W Ui @ W 187 — I8 dfYyd
TR W ST TS 12% B ARIGE ST 1T I T G 5, o {3 fay warea |
(WHO) Tatae et fRaid, 2025 H S T, Wy HAed A §UaR & oK} fafed &
Dol

e This was one of the highest declines in TB incidence globally, outpacing
reductions noted among other high-burden countries.
75 A TR W S Al # 9 3ifie fRTae! # @ ue Y, o 3Ry S-UR ard
&2 & 3 TS et R ifie B

e ‘“India’s innovative case finding approach, driven by the swift uptake of newer
technologies, decentralisation of services, and large-scale community
mobilisation, has led to the country’s treatment coverage to surge to over 92% in
2024, from 53% in 2015 — with 26.18 lakh TB patients being diagnosed in 2024,
out of an estimated incidence of 27 lakh cases,” the release said.

“UYRT DI TR T TSl UGfd, ST A5 a1l & @iRd HITH, Jarsf &
fIhEiar SR 98 U0 TR ARIEIRA® arHad 9 URd 8, 7 <X 31 SUAR Have &
2015 & 53% I TGIHR 2024 H 92% I 31f®H H a1 — 27 ARI ST Arve & 9
26.18 ARG et TSl &1 2024 § FgH gan,” fasifea & wgr mm

¢ The Ministry said this had helped reduce the number of “missing cases” — those
who had TB but were not reported to the programme — from an estimated 15 lakh in
2015 to less than one lakh in 2024.
T A el i 38 <R a7 — o 3 78 o et off Afes wrferm & Raié
1 §U — DI T 2015 F AT 15 TR T TTHX 2024 T TH AT A FH G 5|

e Also, there is no significant increase in the number of multidrug-resistant (MDR)
TB patients in the country, adding that the treatment success rate under the TB
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan increases to 90%, ahead of the global treatment success rate
of 88%.

Ty €, A9 & AedtgIRRET (MDR) ﬁﬁqﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁaﬁs‘ﬂﬁqﬂf?ﬁ
2, 3R At o URT SRR & T8 ITIR THAT & 90% TP 96 T8 6, Sif
Tl & 88% ¥ 31® 5

¢ India’s TB mortality rate has also decreased from 28 per lakh population in 2015
to 21 per lakh population in 2024, reflecting significant progress in reducing deaths
due to TB.

YR &1 et 9 g 111 2015 H Ui @RG UR 28 I ITHv 2024 | Ui aRg R 21 51
T 8, S et A B archt At A el B gl B

e Since its launch in December 2024, India’s flagship TB elimination mission, the TB Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan, has achieved extensive reach, screening over 19 crore vulnerable
individuals for TB across the country, leading to the detection of over 24.5 lakh TB patients,
including 8.61 lakh asymptomatic TB cases, the report said.
fadaR 2024 ¥ YF3H1d & 91 W, YRA & U@ St I R, et goa HRa sfir, 3
IR T 19 TS Hde-I=id Afaqal & el o &1, R 24.5 Ar@ | 31 et 7wl &
Tl Ial, 58 8.61 @R fa=m @&ror arat et et off 20 §, Raid & w1 ma
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Gl tag fee cut to X1,000; Minister
promises backing for tribal goods

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal an-
nounced here on Wednes-
day that the application fee
for the Geographical Indi-
cations (GI) tag had been
reduced to 1,000 from
35,000.

At the inaugural Tribal
Business Conclave, he
urged tribal artisans to re-
gister and protect tradi-
tional products and crafts.
He further promised the
support of his Ministry in
creating export and e-com-
merce linkages for tribal
enterprises and interna-
tional warehouses for their
products.

The conclave, held by
the Ministries of Tribal Af-
fairs and Culture and the
Department of Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) at the Yash-
obhoomi Convention

4

¥ iy’

Ministers Jual Oram and Piyush Goyal with a tribal entrepreneur at
the business conclave on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Centre, featured panel dis-
cussions and masterclasses
on topics such as financing
innovations for, and invest-
ments in, tribal enterpris-
es, partnerships, industry
linkages, and skilling.

Mr. Goyal said schools,
universities, industries,
and the government must
work together to ensure
that products made by tri-
bal artisans reach the larg-

er domestic and global
markets. The Minister pro-
mised the full support of
his Ministry and the DPIIT
in this mission, by creating
export and e-commerce
linkages and facilitating in-
ternational warehouses for
tribal goods.

The conclave was part
of the Government of In-
dia’s Janjatiya Gaurav
Varsh celebrations, to

mark the 150th birth anni-
versary year of tribal icon
Birsa Munda.

Tribal Affairs Minister
Jual Oram thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for coming up with the
initiative.

GI tags distributed

The event also saw GI tag
certificates being distribut-
ed for crafts and products
such as Kannadippaya
(bamboo mat) of Kerala,
Apatani textile of Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Marthan-
dam honey of Tamil Nadu,
Lepcha Tungbuk of Sikkim,
Bodo Aronai of Assam,
Ambaji white marble of
Gujarat, and Bedu and Ba-
dri cow ghee of
Uttarakhand.

The Tribal Affairs Minis-
try announced a Tribal Af-
fairs Grand Challenge, in-
viting enterprises to design
solutions for tribal com-
munities.

Gl tag fee cut to ¥1,000; Minister promises backing for tribal goods

SHaIms &
arer foar

I[P HETH 21,000 far am; W= A eIy Iarel & g9dq &1 &1

e  Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal announced here on Wednesday that
the application fee for the Geographical Indications (Gl) tag had been reduced to
%1,000 from ¥5,000.

aﬁweﬁ?mﬁmmﬁgmﬁwaﬁwﬁ%mw&n
A & AN 3Mmde Yo 25,000 T TSTHR 21,000 TR 1 TAT R

At the inaugural Tribal Business Conclave, he urged tribal artisans to register and
protect traditional products and crafts.

3Igared GHN FHA H, I8 Sl PRIRT ¥ TRURS Idrg) 3R
Rt P Uoligrd B SR WA A HT M7 |

o He further promised the support of his Ministry in creating export and e-commerce
linkages for tribal enterprises and international warehouses for their products.
IR ST IeH & o frafd iR $-arad Tey aur 39 IdTal & foe
SARTENT METHT & (A0 F S{u HATCrg o Tl b1 4t arar foban|

e The conclave, held by the Ministries of Tribal Affairs and Culture and the
Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) at the
Yashobhoomi Convention Centre, featured panel discussions and masterclasses on
topics such as financing innovations, investments in tribal enterprises, partnerships,
industry linkages, and skilling.
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g AT oI SR 3R W¥pia WATerdy 9UT e Ud SiidRe SR "ae
fQUTT (DPIT) TR IRy e b H Siraiford fasan man, fored oty TlaraR,
ST I | 3w, IEieRT, U IeY 3R S e oY fawal R t9d 91t
3R ARG Tida U

e Mr. Goyal said schools, universities, industries, and the government must work
together to ensure that products made by tribal artisans reach larger domestic and
global markets.

it ad A el 7 W, Ayfaenaal, ST 3R WEHR & BIdwmR S d=A1 a1l
I STSITA HRIRT §RT S T IATG d IR 3R IfY® SORT d Ugd a9 |

e The Minister promised the full support of his Ministry and the DPIIT in this mission, by
creating export and e-commerce linkages and facilitating international warehouses
for tribal goods.

T 3 39 e o 3= w3k DPIT 3 guf §wef= o1 arer favan, fored fafa 3ik §-
Twﬁwﬁﬁwwmﬁuwﬁ%ﬁm@ﬁmaﬁgﬁwm
!

e The conclave was part of the Government of India’s Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh
celebrations, to mark the 150th birth annlversary year of tribal icon Birsa Munda.

WWW%W a9 gARIE! o1 fexar U1, S SIS Uil
ﬁwgmﬁwoa’rmaﬁaﬁﬁr@am%l

e Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
coming up with the initiative.

B WAl U SR 7 57 Ugd & forg wer—wE R Mid) o e=garg

Gl tags distributed
Siamg v faafva fee e

o The event also saw Gl tag certificates being distributed for crafts and products such
as Kannadippaya (bamboo mat) of Kerala, Apatani textile of Arunachal Pradesh,
Marthandam honey of Tamil Nadu, Lepcha Tungbuk of Sikkim, Bodo Aronai of
Assam, Ambaji white marble of Gujarat, and Bedu and Badri cow ghee of
Uttarakhand.

HIHH H P BT HATSWT (T B TCTS), PV TSR BT ST a¥d,
afyeATg @1 Arufey e, fafeww &1 duar g, SaH &1 Jist SRIATS, TR

BT SSToll Hihg HITHRIR, ammmégaﬁ?aﬂmmﬁ@ﬁmsﬁv
et & forg Sftens ¢ v faafd fae )

e The Tribal Affairs Ministry announced a Tribal Affairs Grand Challenge, inviting
enterprises to design solutions for tribal communities.

B WA A T3ad bad ds FAS S 9o Fi, s It HF ST
el & fore w1 fSSs o= &1 fAe=or foar w

www.patrioticias.in
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Immune cells primed for rheumatoid
arthritis years before symptoms appear

A study in which researchers mapped the hidden preclinical evolution of rheumatoid arthritis at the molecular level could lead to the next leap in

patient outcomes. in the future, clinicians could potentially intervene early before joints sustain painful, and often crippling, irreversible damage

Manjeera Gowravaram

or millions worldwide, waking

up with stiff, aching fingers that

take hours to loosen is a daily

battle — one waged by their own
immune system. This is rheumatoid
arthritis, a condition where the body’s
defences mistakenly attack the joints
they’re meant to protect.

Currently affecting about 18 million
people worldwide, the Global Burden of
Diseases, Injuries, and Risk Factors Study
projected an alarming 80% rise in
rheumatoid arthritis cases over the next
30 years.

Rheumatoid arthritis often strikes
between the ages 30 and 60, and women
are three times more likely to develop it
than men. Scientists still don’t know
exactly why, but genetics, hormones, and

envir | triggers like smoking or
certain infections all appear to play a role.
While modern therapies have

considerably improved patients’ quality
of life, most patients are diagnosed only
after the immune disruption has reached
an advanced stage. The condition can
affect the joints as well as the lungs, the
heart, eyes, skin, and many other organs.
Chronic inflammation increases the risk
of heart disease and causes fatigue, fever,
and depression.

A new study in Science Translational
Medicine, in which researchers mapped
the hidden preclinical evolution of
rheumatoid arthritis at the molecular
level, could lead to the next leap in
patient outcomes. The study has revealed
that the immune cells are primed to
become troublesome years before the
first symptoms appear. In future,
therefore, clinicians could potentially
intervene early before joints are d.

Rheumatoid arthritis usually occurs between the ages of 30 and 60, and women are three times more likely to develop it than men. Representative image.
GETTY /ISTOCK PHOTO

sequencing, and chromatin accessibility,
the study created a detailed map of how
the immune system shifts from healthy to
autoimmune.

One of the evident findings was that
systemic inflammation is already present
in the at-risk stage, even in people who
feel healthy. Compared with controls,
these individuals had higher levels of
several i 'y proteins such as

Silent stage

One of the earliest warning signs of RA is
the presence of anticitrullinated protein
antibodies (ACPAs). These antibodies can
appear in blood tests three to five years
before the first clinical signs of arthritis.
People who test positive for these
antibodies but have no symptoms are
labelled “at-risk individuals,” a definition
adopted by clinical trials such as
APIPPRA.

Not everyone in this group will develop
RA. Roughly a third progress to the
disease, while the rest remain
symptom-free.

“Because they don’t have symptoms,
it’s difficult to identify them early on,”
Neha Singh, a rheumatologist at the
University of California, Los Angeles, said.
“You don’t want to treat everyone
unnecessarily and risk side effects, but
you also don’t want to miss early
intervention opportunities.”

‘That uncertainty, who will progress
and who won’t, remains a challenge. The

CXCL3, CXCLS5, and CXCL13, all
chemokines that guide immune cells to
inflamed tissue.

Importantly, these signals appeared in
both those who later developed RA and
those who didn’t, showing that “silent”
immune activation preceded arthritis.

Primed state

The study paid particular attention to T
cells and B cells, two major players in
adaptive immunity. Naive T cells, which
are usually inactive until they encounter a
new antigen, showed gene signatures
indicating that they were already
predisposed to activation. Epigenetic
analysis revealed that DNA regions linked
to the NFAT-calcium signalling pathway, a
key driver of T cell activity, were more
accessible in these individuals.

Naive B cells expressed early signs of
switching towards antibody types
associated with inflammatory responses,
particularly IgG3. In functional tests, B
cells from at-risk individuals secreted
higher levels of molecules such as

One of the earliest warning si;

is the presence of ACPAs. These
antibodies can appear in blood
tests three to five years before
the first clinical signs of arthritis.
People who test positive for
these antibodies but have no
symptoms are labelled at-risk
individuals

Mohini Gray, a rheumatologist at the
University of Edinburgh, said, “The data
support the idea that immune cells are
primed during the pre-arthritic period.
RA often begins years before symptoms,
so the findings aren’t surprising.”

However, Dr. Singh cautioned, “It’s
hard to say if this priming is causal or just
correlational. In genetically susceptible
individuals, a citrullinated protein may be
presented as foreign, triggering T and B
cells. The study shows this: a rise in
certain T and B cell populations.”

For the individuals who did go on to
develop RA during the study, the inmune
system showed clear warning signs. A
group of T cells that normally help
coordinate immune responses began to
grow in number. Instead of protecting the
body, they seemed to encourage B cells to
make harmful antibodies. The B cells
themselves also changed, taking on
unusual forms linked to long-term
autoimmune activity. When arthritis

One of the most clinically relevant
findings was that the gene signatures
observed in “converters” resembled the
immune changes reversed by abatacept, a
drug that blocks T cell co-stimulation. By
contrast, they did not overlap with the
effects of TNF inhibitors, which are
standard treatments once RA is
established.

The researchers suggest that early
intervention targeting T cell activation,
rather than late-stage inflammation, could
delay or prevent disease onset.

New avenues for intervention

“Abatacept, a CTLA4-Ig fusion protein,
has already been tested in at-risk
individuals,” said Dr. Singh. “These
findings fit with that, adding to what we
know, but don’t change clinical
management yet.”

As multi-omic technologies continue to
drop in cost, their use in early disease
detection and prevention is becoming
increasingly feasible. A similar strategy is
already being applied in type 1 diabetes.
In 2022, the FDA approved teplizumab,
an anti-CD3 monoclonal antibody, as the
treatment shown to delay the onset of
type 1 diabetes in high-risk individuals.
This success points to the possibility of
applying comparable approaches in
rheumatoid arthritis.

Beyond the specific findings, the
researchers have made their dataset
publicly available through an interactive

new study set out to understand what tips | interleukin-6 and RANKL after symptoms finally appeared, another shift online portal. This will allow other
the balance. stimulation, pointing to a readiness to occurred: inflammatory cells called scientists to explore the detailed profiles
Researchers recruited 45 drive inflammation. monocytes became very active, releasing of immune cells and plasma proteins at

ACPA-positive at-risk individuals without
symptoms, 11 patients with early-stage
disease, and 38 healthy individuals. Over
18 months, 16 participants developed
clinical rheumatoid arthritis, which the
researchers named “converters”. The
team then compared immune profiles
across all groups.

Using multi-omic approaches to
examine plasma proteins, single-cell RNA

According to Dr. Singh, this finding
confirms what researchers have
suspected for some time.

“They showed that inflammation and
immune changes are already happening
before the final stage of joint pain. Once
pain begins, we know clinical rheumatoid
arthritis has set in. But this study shows
changes even earlier—in that subclinical
phase.”

powerful molecules like TNF and IL-1B.
These changes spilled into the joints,
driving the painful swelling and damage
seen in RA.

The researchers also searched for
genetic activity patterns to separate
“converters” from “non-converters.” Only
minor differences appeared, likely due to
patient variability and the study’s limited
size.

various stages of RA progression. The
hope is that such resources can accelerate
discovery not just for RA, but for other
autoimmune conditions such as lupus,
type 1 diabetes, and multiple sclerosis,
where preclinical changes precede
symptoms.

(Manjeera Gowravaram has a PhD in
RNA biochemistry and works as a freelance
science writer. gmanjeera@gmail.com)

Immune cells primed for rheumatoid arthritis years before symptoms appear

T&0l fe@Ts 3 & F% ¢ ugd 7 THelss andRsied & forg vfRen Skt
AR gl Tl §

e For millions worldwide, waking up with stiff, aching fingers that take hours to loosen is a
daily battle — one waged by their own immune system. This is rheumatoid arthritis, a

Page44

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Email Id
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

condition where the body’s defences mistakenly attack the joints they’re meant to protect.
ST R B Al AT o oY, $eIR SR & Wt IIferdl & A ST S et g1 | €e @t
%, U o1 HaY § — Sl 370 ¥4 ot UfoR&l Hummedt gRI ST S 3 | I8 FHERS
mRrsfed B, ter Vet fRufay fored IRR Y e vromeft et @ I St W e HRelt @
TPt 98 Y& HRa g |

Currently affecting about 18 million people worldwide, the Global Burden of Diseases
Study projected an 80% rise in rheumatoid arthritis cases over the next 30 years.

T | Ig 18 faferas il &1 uuifad aR @l 5, SR Tiad 98 S fSoiter st = orrdt
30 9U1 | 80% qfes: T SIHM TR 5|

Rheumatoid arthritis often strikes between the ages 30 and 60, and women are three times
more likely to develop it than men.

RS MRTSRY AR W 30 | 60 99 Bt IU & &9 81T 5, 3R Afgenai & gHa!
HHTGAT T @Y gerr & &= 1 3if¥res gieht 31

Scientists still don’t know exactly why, but genetics, hormones, and environmental
triggers like smoking or certain infections appear to play a role.

AH 31t O Tl HRUN Tg! S, Qb STafRIet, A 3R waifarviig sR® S
U qT HHHYT 390 YfAesT fAuTd |

While modem therapies have improved patients’ quality of life, most patients are diagnosed
late, after immmune disruption has advanced.

3y ITFRY A AMGT & Sita Bt Juras d GUR a1 8, AfepT arfrepizr AR &1 g &R
W g1 8, o1d ufared yurmelt &1 fAeR ¢ g1 giar 2|

The condition can affect the joints, lungs, heart, eyes, skin, and other organs, with chronic
inflammation increasing the risk of heart disease, fatigue, and depression.

g R Siel, Bwel, gad, i, T 3R 37 3T 1 ifd B Fbdl 2, IR A o
J g4 A, W\%ﬁ?mﬁwa@m%l

New Scientific Study and Early Detection

a1

AT 3R YRS ygdarH

A new study in Science Translational Medicine mapped the preclinical evolution of
rheumatoid arthritis at the molecular level.

S iR AfSRE o te AU sreaae 3 uifds wR R wHerss smisfRa &
TR faprT &1 Fa=n daR fa

The study revealed that immune cells are primed years before symptoms appear —
allowing possible early intervention before joint damage.

31T Q U1 Tel b WfeRed HIRIBIY d&on & yoe g | Il Ugd of Tfeha gt oIl 8
oS sitel #1 &fa & Ugd gwaaly Pt FHET Fc B

Silent Stage of Rheumatoid Arthritis

3mfRrsfe &1 M= wRur

One of the earliest warning signs is the presence of anticitrullinated protein antibodies
(ACPAs) in the blood.

T LI Iarait Hebdl # ¥ TS ¢ ¥ad § Tel-Rigferes widi= iarst (ACPAs) &t
IURYfd |

These antibodies can appear 3-5 years before the first clinical signs of arthritis.

Y UEIaTS! 3-5 AT Ugd 0P e 8l bl ¢, ofd ddb [ ST & Ugd A&fv gl fg@d |
People who test positive but show no symptoms are called “at-risk individuals”, as defined
by trials such as APIPPRA.

T ST T TlefoT A RIS STl & B &1 el B, I I RAAsRet safers” &g STl
oI fF APIPPRA S faafRerd craed o uikuifid fear mar g |

Roughly one-third of such individuals develop the disease, while the rest remain symptom-
free.

AT U -foreTs U9 safa iRt i Ria wvd §, Siafe st dervr-qad 8d ¢ |
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Dr. Neha Singh (UCLA) noted the challenge of identifying and treating such cases without
unnecessary risk of side effects.

ST 81 g (UCLA) A T8 Al &1 Uga 3R TR H SFTaRa® gHUTEl § Fed §U
TGA ST 7@ B HISATS R THRI STl

Research Findings and Immune Mapping

YT fAepd iR wferem arfeEor

The study included 45 ACPA-positive at-risk individuals, 11 early-stage patients, and 38
healthy individuals.

s{wu:!)ﬁmmﬂtﬂq-uﬁﬁaﬁﬁ@mw%, 11 URfY® TR0T & I 3R 38 TR AfRT
e )

Over 18 months, 16 participants developed clinical rheumatoid arthritis, termed as
“converters”.

18 WA 7, 16 ufauiiry A wderss sndfisfew fawRa gan, =% “d=adw Fe1 m
Researchers used multi-omic approaches including plasma protein analysis, single-cell
RNA sequencing, and chromatin accessibility to map immune shifts.

SMeyamaielt 3 Aeel-ifie efR®ior sroHm oy wirear Wi fazayor, Rie-d3a RNA
BRI SR wprafes vaafufaferd i g1
They found that systemic inflammation exists even in the at-risk stage, among people who
appear healthy.
3IeH U i Rvefesd SHARM @MU o) SR @Rt # ot Hivig gidi 8, va &
Ffad W e
Individuals had higher levels of inflammatory proteins like CXCL3, CXCL5, and CXCL13,
which guide immune cells to inflamed tissue.

S AR H CXCL3, CXCLS5, 3R CXCL13 S FShRI Wit &1 TR 3iferep ora 1, St
TRRET PRI B GoRRT Sad! 3 iR PR #ea 21
These signals were seen in both groups — those who later developed arthritis and those who
didn’t — indicating “silent immune activation” before symptom onset.

A Tobd I T JHEI B U T — R §1e | foar gaim 3R i 78 — St gxfar g i «d=
wferem Afraur demll & Ueme g1 9§ Ugd & Y& 81 ol 3|

Primed State
PIELCRE RS

The study paid particular attention to T cells and B cells, two major players in adaptive
immunity.

31 7 & HIfredra ok &t FifRrerei wR Ay e foar, St srgeedt ufevem womred & @
TG 9 5|

Naive T cells, which are usually inactive until they encounter a new antigen, showed gene
signatures indiqating they were already. predisposed to activation.

T% & PR, S gH=aa: fHat 7u Tde 3 e a6 Rftsy wdl €, 3 18 o9 dda
feRaTy o 1% Uge @ Wiy €1 & ugf awia

Epigenetic analysis revealed that DNA regions linked to the NFAT-calcium signalling
pathway were more accessible in these individuals.

3 U1 9aT {5 NFAT-Sferran R arf § J6fid Sieee & 3=
Hfgadl 7 3ifere gau g1
Naive B cells showed early signs of switching towards antibody types associated with
inflammatory responses, particularly 1IgG3.
% &t ST - Jor ufafsrare T J&fid Tdarst yaRl, oy ¥U ¥ 1963, &1 3R
g & URf® dad feamu|
In functional tests, B cells from at-risk individuals secreted higher levels of interleukin-6 (IL-
6) and RANKL, indicating readiness to drive inflammation.

HTAES TRiEul o, SiRamRa afaaal @1 &t Sifkrersi 3 gevegfe1-6 (IL-6) 3R RANKL &
I TR 1A [T, S o &l 9 &1 IaRaT <2id 2
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e Dr. Singh said this confirms what researchers suspected — inflammation and immune

changes start before joint pain begins.
, U8 39 §1d ! gfY HRaT & TTehT I Geg PR W & — Wil P ad I
qﬁ?wqﬁaﬁqwﬁaﬁ%

o Once pain begms clinical rheumatoid arthritis (RA) sets in, but this study shows changes
even earlier, in the subclinical phase.
aaaéal“ssﬁm% aa%lﬁwvﬁaszsnﬂwsﬁv (RA) & B 91T 8, Af I8 Sieqem
9 i Ugdt & IU-AgI=Ie TRuT § gRadH fardr &

¢ Mohini Gray of University of Edinburgh said immune cells are primed during the pre-
arthritic perlod often years before symptoms.
gfraRidt st ufsaatt & Mg 3 3 w1 & ufcRen SR sndRrsfew 3 vga & o d
& Tfha 81 ot B, S deont & auf uga g g

e Dr. Singh cautioned it's unclear whether this priming is causal or correlational; citrullinated
protelns might trigger immune activity in genetically susceptible individuals.
ST Rig 7 Jar fo> a8 Wy 781 § & I8 Ifehaar sRmTES ¢ a1 Jgaad; Rigfemes widH
TIERIS T Hag=ha afdadl & uforem Tfohaar &1 TR &R I6hd

e Individuals who later developed RA showed clear immune warning signs.
for safdaal & a1g & RA fawRid garm, 378 ufaren yomelt & ¥ =da-T T foam Ul

e A group of T cells that coordinate immune responses grew in number and started
encouraging B cells to make harmful antibodies.

& FIfRrwTel F1 T T, o ufaren ufaftanelt &1 9H-ag ol g, I & Fel 3R &t
PIRMBI3M DI GRS TSIt M & forg URd HA wr |

¢ B cells themselves also changed, adopting abnormal forms linked to long-term autoimmune
activity.
&t PR W 1 9ea T2 SR dfeifae w-ufarfEa afafafy @ 92 s U ugmr aR
feQ|

o  When arthritis symptoms appeared, inflammatory monocytes became highly active,
releasing TNF and IL-1B.

wwﬁsﬁa%a&muﬁ@ @ Gor PRSI (HIAT3EH) s Ifehg 81 T8 3R
TNF T IL-1B &1 ol fahal
e These changes spread to the Jomts causing pamful swelling and damage typical of RA.

3 uRad St & %ha 7Y, R gdTe goi- SR &fd g3, ot RA &) fafiy ugaH g1

e Researchers searched for genetic patterns distinguishing “converters” from “non-
converters”, finding only minor differences due to small sample size.

Qe T Braed AR ATA-HAE BT T B P 1Y STERIP et G, AT B2
A & MTPR b HRU bad AT R At |

o Gene signatures in “converters” resembled immune changes reversed by abatacept, a drug
that blocks T cell co-stimulation.

“Pac” H ol Hbd SHAIENY Td1 gRT Idc Y UicRe uRad- 4 #d @rd 4, S &
HIRTBI3M Pt T§-IAT H Al 3|

e These did not overlap with TNF inhibitors, which treat RA at later stages.
J TNF SERIUP! ¥ A9 a1 WTd &, ST RA & S & RO A TR & forg Iyt e o €1

o Researchers suggest early intervention targeting T cell activation may prevent or delay
disease onset.

SMypdiaell 7 gad o fas & SHRIeT Afhaur o T THR WRIYS §ad AT 3T ST
@ A 1 facifad #R Jebar B

New Avenues for Intervention

FH&Y & ¢ ARt

o Dr. Singh said Abatacept (CTLA4-lg fusion protein) has been tested in at-risk individuals;
findings support this but don’t yet change clinical management.
S1. Rig 7 $e1 & SETe™y (CTLA4-Ig WIS WIdH) H1 URIe0T ST safaadl | fosar
&; Freedf ST wmE o §, Afde sndt feafrera weiem & sgarg =8 ard|
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¢ As multi-omic technologies become cheaper, their role in early disease detection and
prevention is expanding.

SO Hed -3
Aag W@ gl

Tp-i1h T 51 Q) §, 391 STAIT A F Ui fAerH ik ey

o Similar strategies are being used in type 1 diabetes.
i ORE BI UM eTey 1 Srfadts H oft oS S g

e |n 2022, the FDA approved teplizumab (anti-CD3 monoclonal antibody) for delaying type
1 diabetes in h|gh -risk individuals.

2022 ¥, THSIT A

fRerghe (T8-cb3 HiFTa-a TAaist) & 3= Shifaw aret safaaal o

215 1 STATAENS 1 YR H 33 e B e T

e This success indicates potential for similar approaches in rheumatoid arthritis.

g THadl

H gAM PP Bt GHIGT Sidt B

o Researchers made their dataset publicly available through an interactive online portal.

SNl 7 30 ST Pt ArdwH

& TTeOH W g B

T A IUAR HIAT &, Sl Sexefaed ATarg uida

e This will allow other scientists to explore immune cells and plasma protein profiles at
different stages of RA progression.

TN 3 aFTA®

BT ATIT B Tl |

RA F WiIfa & faftrsr =rolf & uferen ifRrersif 3k wiredr M wesa

e The goal is to accelerate discoveries not just for RA, but for other autoimmune diseases like
lupus, type 1 diabetes, and multiple sclerosis, where preclinical changes precede

symptoms.

I Had RA B e, 9fcsh quy, e13U 1 STfade, 3R afeeud AR Skff o7 -
wierfgra Sl o o IS 31 O 1 5, ST A&l § Ugd SU-AG=% aRkad g1 3|

charging toward hunting orcas and
breaking up attacks on seal or gray whale
calves. Which particular singing species
intervenes the mc-St often in this way,
even when the threatened baby isn’t its
own?

v
¥
'

Answers to Nwen‘;lber 6 quiz:

1. Rotating stellar remnant that
experiences starquakes - Ans: Magnetar
2. Small, rocky objects free of any star,
spotted with microlensing - Ans: Rogue
planets

3. Stars flung from galactic centres at
extreme speeds - Ans: Hypervelocity
stars

4. Faint, circular structures around distant
galaxies - Ans: Odd radio circles

5. Hypothetical star made of protons’
constituent particles - Ans: Quark star
Visual: Hoag’s object

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal
Biswas | Anmol Agrawal | Sadhan Kumar
Panda

QuiZz

Magnetar

* A magnetar is a type of neutron star — the dense stellar remnant
left behind after a massive star explodes in a supernova.

» What distinguishes a magnetar is its extremely strong magnetic
field, roughly on the order of 10" to 10** Gauss (or ~10° to 10™
Tesla) — far stronger than that of typical neutron stars.

* Magnetars tend to rotate more slowly than many neutron stars;
their spin periods are typically between 2 to 10 seconds.

* Their intense magnetic energy powers high-energy emissions
(X-rays, gamma rays) rather than just rotational energy as in ordinary
pulsars.

How They Form

* A massive star (about 10 to 25 times the mass of the Sun)
exhausts its nuclear fuel and undergoes core collapse, leaving
behind a neutron star.

» Under specific conditions — such as rapid rotation and high
internal convection — a dynamo mechanism may amplify the

magnetic field in the newbomn neutron star to magnetar levels.
» The magnetic field decays over time, and the magnetar’s active lifespan is typically around 10,000
years, after which it becomes relatively quiet.

Structure and Key Properties
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» Diameter: approximately 20 km, roughly the size of a small city.

* Mass: about 1.4 times that of the Sun, packed into a very dense object.

» The crust of a magnetar is incredibly rigid and experiences immense stress due to the internal
magnetic field.

* The magnetic field lines extend far beyond the surface and influence the star’s crust,
magnetosphere, and radiation emissions.

» Because of the tremendous magnetic energy, magnetars can produce rare but extremely
powerful bursts of radiation.

What are Starquakes?

* A starquake is analogous to an earthquake, but occurs on a neutron star or magnetar. The crust of
the star fractures or adjusts suddenly due to enormous stress.

* In magnetars, the intense magnetic field exerts massive stress on the crust, twisting or distorting it
until it cracks.

» When the crust breaks, the magnetic field can suddenly rearrange, releasing vast amounts of
energy that trigger bursts of X-rays or gamma rays.

» These quakes can also make the neutron star vibrate, producing detectable oscillations (known
as quasi-periodic oscillations or QPOs) in its radiation.

Why Are Starquakes Important?

« Starquakes are one of the key mechanisms by which magnetars release magnetic energy —
fractures in the crust allow the twisted magnetic field to relax, producing high-energy flares.

» The bursts caused by starquakes may explain certain astronomical phenomena such as soft
gamma repeater (SGR) flares and anomalous X-ray pulsar (AXP) outbursts.

» These events allow astrophysicists to study the behavior of ultra-dense matter, magnetic field
dynamics, and energy release mechanisms in extreme conditions that cannot be replicated on Earth.

Recent Discoveries and Research Highlights

» 2020: Astronomers observed the magnetar SGR 1935+2154 emit a radio burst resembling a Fast
Radio Burst (FRB) — linking magnetars to the mysterious FRB phenomena for the first time.

* 2022-2024: Space observatories like NASA’s NICER, ESA’s INTEGRAL, and ISRO’s Astrosat
continue to monitor magnetar activity, improving understanding of their starquake behavior and
emission spectra.

« Scientists use multi-wavelength observations (radio, X-ray, gamma-ray) to track these bursts and
understand how magnetic energy converts into radiation

Rogue Planets (Free-Floating Planets)

* A rogue planet (also called a free-floating planet or starless planet) is a planet-mass object that
is not bound in orbit around any star — it drifts freely through space.

» These planets do not receive light or heat from a star, making them extremely cold and dark, and
therefore difficult to detect.

* Rogue planets can either be ejected from their parent planetary systems or form independently
without ever orbiting a star.

Ejection from Planetary Systems

* Many rogue planets are thought to have formed around a star like normal planets but were later
ejected from their systems due to gravitational disturbances, such as interactions with other
massive planets or nearby stars.

Formation in Isolation

» Some may form directly from collapsing gas clouds, similar to the process that forms stars, but
with too little mass to ignite hydrogen fusion.

» These objects are sometimes called sub-brown dwarfs because they form like stars but have
planetary masses.
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Detection Methods — Gravitational Microlensing

* Rogue planets are not visible by ordinary telescopes because they emit little or no light.
» The main method for detecting them is gravitational microlensing:

o When a rogue planet passes in front of a distant star, its gravity bends and magnifies the
star’s light for a brief moment.

e This temporary brightening indicates the presence of a massive object, allowing astronomers
to infer the planet’s mass and distance.

e Such microlensing events last a few hours to a few days, depending on the planet’'s mass
and velocity.

Recent Discoveries and Research

» The upcoming Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope (NASA) is expected to detect rogue planets
as small as Mars using advanced microlensing techniques.

* Recent microlensing surveys have already identified multiple Earth-mass free-floating planets,
improving estimates of how many such planets exist.

» Some newly detected rogue planets are young and warm, still radiating residual heat from their
formation, allowing them to be observed in infrared wavelengths.

Hypervelocity Stars (HVS): Stars Flung from Galactic Centres at Extreme Speed

» Hypervelocity stars (HVS) are rare types of stars that move at extremely high speeds — fast
enough to escape the gravitational pull of their home galaxy.

» These stars were first predicted by Jack G. Hills in 1988 (Los Alamos National Laboratory), and the
first observational discovery came in 2005 using data from the Sloan Digital Sky Survey (SDSS).

» They are among the fastest-moving objects in the Milky Way galaxy.

* A typical star in the Milky Way orbits the galactic centre at around 200-250 km/s, but a
hypervelocity star can move at 500 to 4000 km/s.
* This immense velocity allows it to escape the Milky Way’s gravitational field entirely.
1. Gravitational Interaction with Supermassive Black Hole (SMBH)
» The most widely accepted theory suggests that hypervelocity stars are formed when a binary star
system gets too close to a supermassive black hole (SMBH) — such as Sagittarius A* at the
centre of the Milky Way.
* The black hole’s intense gravitational force can:

e Capture one star into orbit.

o Eject the other at extremely high speeds — tuming it into a hypervelocity star.
* This process is called the Hills Mechanism (after physicist Jack Hills).

2. Supernova Ejection

« If one star in a binary system explodes as a supernova, the companion star can be flung away at
very high speed due to the asymmetric explosion.

3. Galactic Collisions
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* In rare cases, galactic mergers or tidal interactions can also accelerate stars to hypervelocity
speeds.

Odd Radio Circles (ORCs)

» Odd Radio Circles (ORCs) are faint, circular, ring-like radio structures discovered around distant
galaxies, detectable only through radio telescopes.

* These circles do not have visible counterparts in optical, infrared, or X-ray wavelengths, making
them unique and mysterious cosmic phenomena.

» They are typically immense in size, extending up to hundreds of kiloparsecs across (1 kiloparsec =
3,262 light-years).

* ORCs were first detected in 2019 by astronomers using the Australian Square Kilometre Array
Pathfinder (ASKAP) radio telescope.

Why They Are Called “Odd”

» They do not match any known type of astronomical object such as supernova remnants, planetary
nebulae, or regular radio galaxies.

» They are visible only in radio wavelengths and have no bright central source like most other
radio-emitting galaxies.

* Their perfectly circular or ring-like symmetry and faint edges make them stand out as a new
class of objects.
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Fine-tune the Al labelling regulations framework

wo months ago, millions of Indians
T watched the Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman speak about indirect tax
reforms. At the same time, a video travelled
across instant messaging platforms in which the
Minister appeared to endorse an investment
scheme promising “30x returns in seven days”. A
Roorkee resident (Uttarakhand) lost 366 lakh
after viewing this viral video, later found to have
been created using Artificial Intelligence (AT)
tools.

The rapid rise of near-indistinguishable digital
alterations demands urgent, multi-stakeholder
action.

Although the government initially recognised
the existing framework as sufficient to tackle
synthetic media, it has now introduced draft
amendments to the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021. The amendments mandate
that large social media platforms/Significant
Social Media Intermediaries (SSMIs) clearly label
synthetic or Al-generated media.

While the proposed rules mark a meaningful
step forward, their real-world implementation
will be complex and require engagement across
multiple stakeholders.

Noble intent, ambiguous grouping

Synthetic media is defined as content that is
artificially or algorithmically created, modified,
or generated to appear authentic. However,
labelling a broad range of content created with
computer-generated imagery or altered with
editing software can be complicated, since these
are not technically made by generative Al Given
the volume of synthetic media and the fact that
not all of it is problematic, the focus should be on
harmful and/or misleading synthetic media. To
put things in perspective, over 50% of all content
on the Internet is now considered Al-generated,
as per a recent report.

To fix accountability, the draft rules mandate
that platforms introduce labels covering at least
10% of visual area of synthetic videos, or 10% of
initial duration of synthetic audio; but its
application to mixed media — say, real visuals

Rakesh R.
Dubbudu

is President of the
Trusted Information
Alliance (TIA), a
cross-industry
collaborative effort
dedicated to
championing

il ion integrity

with cloned audio — remains unclear.

Additionally, will a three-second disclaimer in
a 30 second audio clip be effective? Or will it be
ignored like the fine print in advertisements?
Similarly, will a three-minute disclaimer in a
30-minute video inform viewers or overwhelm
them?

‘We are still in the development phase of Al
and any prescriptive mandate on labels would
not be principle-based, future-proof and
technology-neutral. In some cases, it may not
meet the reasonable person test like the 10% rule.

But it is not the question of labels alone.
Watermarks promised by Al companies lack
reliability. Within days of a large company

and safeguarding
users online

Rajneil R. Kamath
is Vice-President of
the Trusted
Information Alliance
(TIA)

Precision is the
key for a
balance between
control

and creativity

a text-to-video social media platform,
with assurances that these videos would bear
watermarks declaring them synthetic, tools
emerged that could scrub these markings
entirely.

Consequently, the framework needs
fine-tuning and precise standards for each
category. A tiered-labelling system that
distinguishes between ‘fully Al-generated’,
‘Al-assisted’, and ‘Al-altered’ content may be
more effective.

Graded compliance, targeted intervention
The proposed rules mandate intermediaries such
as Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and X to
analyse and label synthetic media, and they must
broaden the scope to include creators directly.
Creators frequently employ Al for visual
storytelling tasks and also generate avatars and
digital twins. But few inform the audience about
their use. Although certain videos exhibit clear
indicators of manipulation, other synthetic media
have now achieved such realism that viewers
struggle to distinguish between human- and
Al-created content.

Also, creators above a follower threshold
should disclose Al use similar to SSMIs; voluntary
self-labelling can be promoted among smaller
ones.

Graded compliance will acknowledge that
professional creators hold significant influence
and, therefore, owe transparency to their

Fine-tune the Al labelling regulations framework

TITS dAaferT fraw= g & ufvspd wen

Fine-tune the Al labelling regulations framework

varré dafi faferae e &t ufvspa wen

Two months ago, millions of Indians watched the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
speak about indirect tax reforms.

3 HE Uge, aRat W A famr vt fafer Warwur 1 smrer $ URY & IR 7 died gu

Eell

audiences. It can help creators not just gain and
retain public trust but also keep up with evolving
regulations.

Verification needs more hands on deck
Currently, the rules require SSMIs to ask users to
label their content as synthetic. Platforms also
have to deploy tools to verify the accuracy of such
declarations. But synthetic media is multiplying
faster than verification technology, and platforms
have, so far, had limited success with labelling.

Most social media platforms adhere to
Coalition for Content Provenance and
Authenticity (C2PA) standards to identify and
establish the origins of digital content. However,
as C2PA evolves, content is not strictly labelled as
a norm. Besides, it is challenging for social media
platforms to detect Al-generated or
algorithmically-created content. Ultimately, the
platforms would require the assistance of
third-party detection tools, which are only as
reliable as their training and accuracy.

So far, platforms have not refined their tools.
An audit by Indicator, a publication that monitors
digital deception, found that most failed to label
Al content: Only 30% of its 516 Al-generated test
posts across Ins , LinkedIn, Pinterest,
TikTok and YouTube were correctly flagged.
Google and Meta did not label content from their
own Al tools, TikTok only flagged its in-app
creations, and Pinterest, the top performer,
effectively labelled just 55%.

As the focus shifts to providing credible
information, the social media ecosystem should
also rely on the discernment of independent
information verifiers and auditors. This is
especially critical for harmful, fraudulent and
misleading content where the stakes are high.
Such auditors can be trusted to close gaps in
automated detection systems through human
judgment, helping platforms become more
resilient to deepfakes and protecting users.

The adage, “If it sounds too good to be true, it
probably is”, will soon be codified into India’s IT
laws. With nuance, users will no longer need to
second-guess authenticity. The label will provide
clarity.

At the same time, a video travelled across instant messaging platforms in which the Minister
appeared to endorse an investment scheme promising “30x returns in seven days”.

34 g, T difsa) g AR WewrRf ur veia g o w=ft «wma fe=t A 30 AT
fee= < areh frrasr e &1 99dF Rl g3 e

A Roorkee resident (Uttarakhand) lost €66 lakh after viewing this viral video, later found to
have been created using Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools.

TSB! (SURIES) P U Farit A 39 IR dIfST B a4 & d1G T66 TG 7iaT iU, S a1g |
FAT SHTAT (Al) SUBRN BT START H TH™T 7T TR -7

The rapid rise of near-indistinguishable digital alterations demands urgent, multi-

stakeholder action.

AT e fE e ufvads &) a5t T sgdt vaf aepTa iR 9g-RAuR® HRars &t 7

HIA Bl

Although the government initially recognised the existing framework as sufficient to tackle
synthetic media, it has now introduced draft amendments to the Information Technology
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(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.
wﬁw%wnﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬁr%ﬁﬁm@ﬁuﬁ%ﬁmmwm oo o@
I AT et (merwy feznfadwr ok f3frea Wifsar smar dfean fFaw, 2021 A
nﬁawﬁuﬁﬁﬂ fru gl

The amendments mandate that large social media platforms/Significant Social Media
Intermediaries (SSMiIs) clearly label synthetic or Al-generated media.

= ST § U e fba T § b o TRl Hifear WehiH/Aeayul Wi Hfear
AR (SSMis) fRidfes a1 vansg-sifva Hifgar &1 Wy 0 3 d9a H

While the proposed rules mark a meaningful step forward, their real-world implementation
will be complex and require engagement across multiple stakeholders.

Noble intent, ambiguous grouping

JE T P, T TIHRT SRy

Synthetic media is defined as content that is artificially or algorithmically created,
modified, or generated to appear authentic.

Ridfee Wifgar & 1 Hee & Fu & gy foar a1 § <t $iEw a1 TeEiRuie 0 @
T, AN a1 Ieud fobar 1 g1 aifes 98 arafds ol

However, labelling a broad range of content created with computer-generated imagery or
editing software can be complicated, since these are not technically made by generative Al.
BT, PHEX SAfId SfaTl T TG WYedqR ¥ 1Y T fad dhee Pl Add BT e
B! Yol 7, TP dh-iie! T J T R TITS gRT T 1T S|

Given the volume of synthetic media and the fact that not all of it is problematic, the focus
should be on harmful and/or mlsleadlng synthetlc media.

4% Ridfes WMfear ot aen 3R DT AR BT BB RS el B, STl &
PR o e Ridfes tR Bﬁ ElI

To put things in perspective, over 50% of all content on the Internet is now considered Al-
generated, as per a recent report.

ﬂa’ﬁgﬁﬂz, TS giferdT RO & SR 316 $e’HE UR 50% & AP Hee oI THTS-STi~1d AT
SIGIN

To fix accountability, the draft rules mandate that platforms introduce labels covering at
least 10% of visual area of synthetic videos, or 10% of initial duration of synthetic
audio; but its application to mixed media — say, real visuals with cloned audio — remains
unclear.

STareeg! gRfEa A & forg, mrer i ag sifAard ovd § fb wew Ridfes dfesat &
TG &7 BT HH A BH 10% I1 Ridfew siifsat ot uRfUS sraf¥ &1 10% Wi dad I ob;
Ao ST fafsa Hifear (G arafae =xu & 91y odq Siifsan R uai @y T8f 8|

Additionally, will a three-second disclaimer in a 30-second audio clip be effective? Or will
it be ignored like the fine print in advertisements?

ffaRad, F1 30 Adhs @ TN foay & N Adbs T SRAHIUT YHIS 2 A1 32
fasmu=T 1 e feramae o e ToRsiar fobar smem?

Similarly, will a three-minute disclaimer in a 30-minute video inform viewers or overwhelm
them?

=4 aRg, F1 30 AT & A & A e &1 sRdtwuT gt o STHSRY < a1 I Ui
BHAM?

We are still in the development phase of Al, and any prescriptive mandate on labels
would not be principle-based, future-proof and technology-neutral.

51 ol 1ff TS & BT TRUI A ¢, 3R ARRRT I B ot oy Frdey Rigia-sment,
yfregRféma ar denfRraft-aexi =gt g

In some cases, it may not meet the reasonable person test like the 10% rule.

$S AHdl |, T8 10% w9 & ®Re gfeawitTa safed Tieror & )7 981 & e
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But it is not the question of labels alone. Watermarks promised by Al companies lack
reliability.
AT T8 Had 9T BT U T8l o | TITS Hufra) g1 arer fpu e afewdrs fayga 71 €1

Within days of a large company releasing a text-to-video social media platform, with

assurances that these videos would bear watermarks declaring them synthetic, tools

emerged that could scrub these markings entirely.

TH T31 HU gRT TRe-g-difsar wiwrar Hifgar @ewid 9 o7 & 9 &t fat & iR, T

JUSHRN A 371 7TE ot “Ridfes” aiffa & arat afevarsd o1 gt @vg et 9d 3

Consequently, the framework needs fine-tuning and precise standards for each category.
, 31 B Ud® It & o GeH TR SR td ATHS & Saxgewhdl § |

A tiered-labelling system that distinguishes between ‘fully Al-generated’, ‘Al-assisted’,

and ‘Al-altered’ content may be more effective.

TP AT AT YUITert, ST “Yuia: TITs-Sif-iar, ‘T3S -TeTadr UTar 3R TS

ARl & i SfcR @Rl ©, I THTE BT Wbl g

Graded compliance, targeted intervention

PHIG SUTA, Af&d g QT

The proposed rules mandate intermediaries such as Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and X
to analyse and label synthetic media, and they must broaden the scope to include creators
directly.

Uaifad FaHt | Facebook, Instagram, YouTube 3R X O weodt ol Ridfes difear o1
ﬁ@qgjﬂeﬁ?aaawﬁwﬁﬁw%mw% 3R 3% 39 IR & FY fpued (Frafarsi) do
gell I

Creators frequently employ Al for visual storytelling tasks and also generate avatars and
digital twins. But few inform the audience about their use.

fopucH 3R TX9 BB B (visual storytelling) I BT & T Al HT ITINT IR § 3R

gmﬂsﬁ?%ﬁmﬁfa 1t §91d €, AT Sgd A AN 3P IUANT & SR | <Rih! bl §ad
I

Although certain videos exhibit clear indicators of manipulation, other synthetic media have

now achieved such realism that viewers struggle to distinguish between human- and Al-
created content.

grdifd P difsar fr@smg (manipulation) & WY ddhd ﬁﬂ@ﬂé ad % dfp o Ridfesw
HifEar 3rg sa= gUrdard) (realistic) 1 71U & fb ot &1 ArE fAfta ok Al fafdfa ammft &
9 3R HAT B4 8l AT & |

Also, creators above a follower threshold should disclose Al use similar to SSMis;
voluntary self-labelling can be promoted among smaller ones.

Y g1, T (YT Srgardt W (follower threshold) ¥ R & fopted &1 SSMI &1 kg Al
SUANRT &1 YA HRAT A1RY; B FAAfdreft & oo w5 meT-AafdT (voluntary self-
labelling) &' 9gIdT a1 ST YT g1

Graded compliance will acknowledge that professional creators hold significant influence
and, therefore, owe transparency to their audiences.

UG IUTE (Graded compliance) g A=A o7 b URIGR AT Weeaquf uvTa

g‘.ignificant influence) TGA g 3R ggferg 3 3! & Ufd uReRfar (transparency) & Bt
|

It can help creators not just gain and retain public trust but also keep up with evolving

regulations.

Tg fpucd o) Fad o1 faYT (public trust) U o3 3R §91T 1@ | €1 781, afch aead
oY (evolving regulations) & I1Y AR ST 3@ H ff Aeg R I gl

Verification needs more hands on deck

TATYA F g 3R 3if¥es varal &t sazasddr
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Currently, the rules require SSMis to ask users to label their content as synthetic.
gaae §, FOdl & SFAR SSMIs &1 SUaTawarst ¥ U+ Iif &l Ridfe® & wu d dad
A & T BT AT ¢ |

Platforms also have to deploy tools to verify the accuracy of such declarations.

W™ &l T8 wons Yt GtwdT (accuracy) B ST a1 & 1T IUBRN 1 AT HAT
ff sfaaes B

But synthetic media is multiplying faster than verification technology, and platforms have
so far had limited success with labelling.

A Ridfes WfEar o g T Menfa (verification technology) &t e & &gl
A B, 3R 3fa Teh W &l AatenT H Hiferd Toherar e 81

Most social media platforms adhere to Coalition for Content Provenance and Authenticity
(C2PA) standards to identify and establish the origins of digital content.

YT AT ST e Coalition for Content Provenance and Authenticity (C2PA)
AP T UTeid HRd § i fSfored AR &1 IR (origins) Pt UG 3R RITUAT i o b
However, as C2PA evolves, content is not strlctly labelled as a norm.

BT, SO0 C2PA s 8T 8, Irrht &) SR e & w0 1w @ dad e e
ST g |

Besides, it is challenging for social media platforms to detect Al-generated or
algorithmically-created content.

3% ST, TR HfST W™l & fiu Al gRT 34T AT TENReEH-muTRd ArRf &1 uar
T U A0 S B |

Ultimately, the platforms would require the assistance of third-party detection tools, which
are only as reliable as their training and accuracy.

3{dd:, WeHM! ! qeltd-Uel Ugar SUBTN (third-party detection tools) ! TGl B

%{EW BN, ST had Gﬂﬂﬁuﬁr&mm 3R gdPar (training and accuracy) IR Rk
I

So far, platforms have not refined their tools.

3§ TP WHH! A 3T IUHRUN b URepd 81 fhar g

An audit by Indicator, a publication that monitors digital deception, found that most failed to

label Al content.

Indicator, STt f&fSTea ©RaTUSY (digital deception) &t AR T &, §RT fbU W Us
3fifege & urr a1 i B Wew Al IR &) d9d #3 § fawd 3|

Only 30% of its 516 Al-generated test posts across Instagram, LinkedIn, Pinterest,
TikTok and YouTube were correctly flagged.

Instagram, LinkedIn, Pinterest, TikTok Gﬁ? YouTube TR ﬁv"q U 516 AlfAfifa tIff&l'UT
Uivel I I &ad 30% P! Fe! 71 3 FIfEd (flagged) & |

Google and Meta did not label content from their own Al tools, TikTok only flagged its in-
app creations, and Pinterest, the top performer, effectively labelled just 55%.

Google ¥ Meta = 30+ T $1 Al ged ° SUF U &I A9 g} 1T, TikTok = FHad
aﬁﬁq%mmaﬁmaﬁa%ﬁr%—dm 3R 2fivf Ue=fhdl Pinterest 3 ad 55% It
P! UG 71 & A9 faa|

As the focus shifts to providing credible information, the social media ecosystem should
also rely on independent information verifiers and auditors.

S € e Ay ST (credible information) TS & TR dhigd 8idT 8, JId
it uifufaet o &) Taad Ja-T GeTued! 3R A\ TH&r®! (independent information
verifiers and auditors) TR H} 4RI &A1 A1
This is especially critical for harmful, fraudulent and misleading content where the stakes
are high.

w%ﬁ@wwﬁmﬁww, earutof 3% YT ARl & forw Aeayuf B, wiei afd st
B3l

Such auditors can be trusted to close gaps in automated detection systems through human
judgment helping platforms become more resilient to deepfakes and protecting users.

TR o el TR R b St Fehell © b 3 WI1G F10fa (human judgment) & Arerd @
TaEIferd ueamwnﬁu‘r (automated detection systems) T ﬁﬁlﬁ 3R DI 3—I§ﬁ o~
WeWwH STT%h® (deep fakes) & Ufd e aeiiat a7 sﬁ?mnﬁrfaﬁaﬁ'{mnﬁ|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page55


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e The adage, “If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is”, will soon be codified into
India’s IT laws.
cgldd “If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is” Sleq SHRA S \?vﬂé?ﬁ Hv‘l'-f-ﬁ (IT
laws) ¥ Hfgdes ! SITa|

e With nuance, users will no longer need to second-guess authenticity. The label will provide

clarity.

e & Y, STARTHATST DI 3 HIHTOIGT (authenticity) TR g A &1 SaRIHdT Tal
BT AT TFT (clarity) UM ST

India’s design market seeing a huge growth’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

India’s design market has
been growing at a rapid
pace as the country
evolved into a global soft-
ware and manufacturing
hub, said Scott Pugh, Vice
President of Sales, Asia
Pacific at Figma, a San
Francisco-based collabora-
tive design and product
firm here on Wednesday.

Terming India Figma’s
second largest active user
market globally, he said
some 93% of companies in
India used Al in design, in
dicating the scope of the
market.

“We’ve seen increasing
demand from Indian com-

Tech drive: About 93% of companies in India used Al in design,
indicating the scope of the market. REUTERS

panies, and with the office
opening, we want to get
closer to our users and the
community here.” he said
while addressing the me-
dia at the opening of Fig-
ma’s office in the city.

The opening would
bring in new job opportun-

ities in India as Figma is
growing its footprint in the
country by deepening rela-
tionships with the local de-
sign and developer com-
munity, the firm said. It
also claimed that it has es-
tablished a strong pre-
sence in the country, serv-

‘India’s design market seeing a huge growth’

‘YRd P fEHATSH I9IR a9l | 9¢ BT &

ing users in across 28
States and also enterprises
including Airtel, CARS24,
Groww, Juspay, Myntra,
Swiggy, TCS and Zomato.
According to Figma, ov-
er 40% of the top BSE100
companies are its custom-
ers. “From Ahmedabad to
Vadodara, there are close
to 25,000 active members
in the Friends of Figma
community, an inclusive
global community initia-
tive built around user-led
programming,” it claimed.
Lakshminarayan Swam-
inathan, V-P, Product Man-
agement and Design, Myn-
tra said, “At Myntra, design
is at the heart of everything
we do — and Figma has be-
come an integral part of

how we bring that vision to
life. It unites our teams
around a shared creative
vision, accelerates idea-to-
product, and keeps us at
the forefront of evolving
digital experiences, espe-
cially with AL”

Some 7,000 developers
registered for Figma India’s
launch event in Bengaluru,
indicating strong appetite
for cloud-based, Al-driven
tools and technology or de-
sign.

As per a recent study by
Figma, 85% of designers
agree that Al simplifies
writing code and some 81%
of developers say design
has become more impor-
tant to the success of Al-po-
wered products.

o India’s design market has been growing at a rapid pace as the country evolved into a

global software and manufacturing hub, said Scott Pugh, Vice President of Sales,

Asia Pacific at Figma, a San Francisco-based collaborative design and product firm
here on Wednesday.

YR BT fSTTe SIoR Il | 9 3818 Fih 32 T afyye Arvedar i fafemfor
H% & ¥ I fapRid gorn g, T fibran (3 wilken! fRUd Tedimers fSemg 3R
I HUT) & TRAT U= & Ao IuTede Thie U = AR I Hgl|
Terming India Figma’s second largest active user market globally, he said some

93% of companies in India used Al in design, indicating the scope of the market.

URT B 7 b1 AP R TR g1 R TST b VIR 9d1d §¢
351 Fel fb YR T TTHT 93% Hufrai fEwrsa # Al BT STURT Hl 8, o TR
DI YD GHTET3N BT ST B |

“We’ve seen increasing demand from Indian companies, and with the office opening,
we want to get closer to our users and the community here.” he said while addressing
the media at the opemng of Figma’s office in the city.

T YR Hufal ¥ dgdt 77 37 8, 3R Hrfay Wi & Iy, g9 T8 301
mﬁeﬁﬂgﬁm%&ﬁ?ﬁammﬁ%"ﬁwﬁm%W%
Igdled R Hifear 9 Fall

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 6


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The opening would bring in new job opportunities in India as Figma is growing its
footprint in the country by deepening relationships with the local design and
developer community, the firm said.

HU = g1 b 39 IguTe ¥ URA & 78 AR 3aaR Ut gl Fiffes fthmn g &
ST SRR 9T a7 © IR R REwTe= 3R SqawR THE & Y oy Torg
FR BT

It also claimed that it has established a strong presence in the country, serving
users across 28 States and also enterprises including Airtel, CARS24, Groww,
Juspay, Myntra, Swiggy, TCS and Zomato.

HUHT A grar a1 fas 39 URd B AeTge SufAfa Ri1fid &1 8, 9k 28 wsdl &
UGRS3 &b ATY-F1Y TaIed, CARS24, 1, S, fiifam, &t Sefiey ok wifet
SRt Sl B a1t UaH 2 38! 5

According to Figma, over 40% of the top BSE100 companies are its customers.
“From Ahmedabad to Vadodara, there are close to 25,000 active members in the
Friends of Figma community, an inclusive global community initiative built around
user-led programming,” it claimed.

fo5rr & , BSE100 &Y 40% & 3iftrep =i shuferat 39 Tes § | “siererere 3
JEIeT o, e d AT AT SRyt & i 25,000 Ak Wewd B, S STGNTHI-
9@ FRIHH & 3E-MS I T8 U Tt e Iuerd uee 2, Ut 3 &l

Lakshminarayan Swaminathan, V-P, Product Management and Design, Myntra
said, “At Myntra, design is at the heart of everything we do — and Figma has
become an integral part of how we bring that vision to life. It unites our teams
around a shared creative vision, accelerates idea-to-product, and keeps us at the
forefront of evolving digital experiences, espeC|aIIy with Al.”

WY, IUTEe, STG UaeH 3R (o, f¥iam = o, i g,
%ﬁmmmmm%% IR T ST P APR B BT AT R
& T 8| I8 SAN AT oY Ueb TTelT XAAIeTeh P10 & 3E-A1E Uebole vl ©,
ITEFEAT | Misde a9 3 UfHar &) o T ¢ IR &8 ReRa g1 fefied srvat
@1 o dfed § Y@l B, fadiy =0 ¥ Al & i 1"

Some 7,000 developers registered for Figma India’s launch event in Bengaluru,
indicating strong appetite for cloud-based, Al-driven tools and technology for
design.

IS § T fea & @ de o forg TTHT 7,000 STEUR A Gofiavur Hrr, S
gs’amémm-anm Al-ETTI el 3R aP-P B! Hogd AR I ST

As per a recent study by Figma, 85% of designers agree that Al simplifies writing
code and some 81% of developers say design has become more important to the
success of Al-powered products.

fO5TaT & e BIICRI ST & SN, 85% (ST WeHd ¢ i Al His foramm
STHTT §ATAT 8, 3R TTHT 81% STAUYH H8d & [ Al-TTferd SIS &1 Jhadl b

e e 3 3iftre wewayef 8§ T g
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| Environment 13/11/2025

Out of the woods

Royal walk: A one-horned rhino outside the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary on the outskirts of Guwahati on Wednesday. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Royal walk: A one-horned rhino outside the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary on the outskirts of Guwahati
on Wednesday.
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High levels of chromium, mercury in residents;
NGT directs U.P. govt. to map affected people
GS IlI: Environment ]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has directed the
Uttar Pradesh government
to map the total number of
people affected by heavy
metal contamination, par-
ticularly chromium and
mercury, in Kanpur Nagar,
Kanpur, Fatehpur, and

(sic),” stated the order dat-
ed November 7.

As per the chart men-
tioned in the order, 95.7%
of the 514 people tested in
Kanpur Nagar had chromi-
um above the standard le-
vel in their blood samples,
and the figure stood at
71.9% for Kanpur Dehat
(214 people tested) and
85.96% for Fatehpur (171

“They will also disclose
the approximate number
of the affected persons, the
medical facilities available
at the District/ULB/Village
level including the health
centers, doctors, paramed-
ical staff available in those
health centres, the facili-
ties available in those
health centres and the
nearby labs and distance

nearby areas of the State. people tested). from that lab for carrying
The Principal Bench of “The State authorities, out the blood and other
the NGT, comprising chair- especially the Chief Secre-  sample analysis,” the order

person Prakash Shrivasta-
va and expert member
Afroz Ahmad, gave the or-
der in a matter related to
factories dumping chromi-
um in Rania, Kanpur De-
hat, Rakhi Mandi, Kanpur
Nagar, and nearby areas
which has resulted in con-
tamination of groundwa-
ter, depriving local people
access to drinking water.
“The above chart re-

The NGT gave the orderin a
matter related to factories
dumping chromium in some
areas, resulting in contamination
of groundwater. FILE PHOTO

flects that in high percen-
tage of persons presence of
Chromium above standard
level has been detected
and even persons with
Mercury above standard
level have been found

tary, Uttar Pradesh, and
Secretary, Health, Govt. of
U.P. are directed to provide
a timeline within two
weeks in respect of the
steps that will be taken by
the State authorities to
complete the process of
mapping the entire area
and find out the affected
villages/ULBs [urban local
bodies]/districts,” the or-
der said.

stated.

“The mapping will in-
clude food chain contami-
nation, surface water and
groundwater contamina-
tion, and air contamina-
tion analysis. The timeline
will also be given for fully
implementing the 22 re-
commendations  which
have been noted in the or-
der dated 01.07.2025,” the
order said.

High levels of chromium, mercury in residents;

e A Hiftgw, TR &1 39 WR;

e High levels of chromium, mercury in residents;
o , UR &1 3 ¥R,

e NGT directs U.P. govt. to map affected people
TAGIEY A TR YR WRPR B! U1 G o1 TR0 R T fde faar

e The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the Uttar Pradesh government to
map the total number of people affected by heavy metal contamination, particularly
chromium and mercury, in Kanpur Nagar, Kanpur, Fatehpur, and nearby areas of
the State.

s R Sifreor (TTsidt) A ST TR WFHR H FHR TR, FHR, FAgER
3R YT & I & &3 T R org wgwor, fasiy wu ¥ wiftray o uRT & gHiad
S AN B YT BT AU IR BT (A2 fea|

e The Principal Bench of the NGT, comprising chairperson Prakash Shrivastava and
expert member Afroz Ahmad, gave the order in a matter related to factories dumping
chromium in Rania, Kanpur Dehat, Rakhi Mandi, Kanpur Nagar, and nearby areas
which has resulted in contamination of groundwater, depriving local people access to
drinking water.

T Bt uy e, foras sreme Ueprer Sared 3R IRy I SR 3gHe
TS &, 3 T8 A T, PR SeTd, IH! HSY, QR TR 3R Uy & &3
HRAMF! gRI HIHaH T § Faiferg qa 7 foa, Wwaﬁauﬁ&as‘rw%
3R RiHg @t &1 fiR & U a% Uga B3 8 I B

“The above chart re-+ ects that a high percentage of persons with Chromium above
standard level has been detected and even persons with Mercury above standard
level have been found (sic),” stated the order dated November 7.

IRITd T ST & b St ufarwra & ol & YRR 3 e W) | e wiftay
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O 7T § 3R gt I b Aieh ¥ | Siftres Uy ard afad f o e g 7 AaeR
fatifed 3= # a1 |

e As per the chart mentioned in the order, 95.7% of the 514 people tested in Kanpur
Nagar had chromium above the standard level in their blood samples, and the figure
stood at 71.9% for Kanpur Dehat (214 people tested) and 85.96% for Fatehpur
(171 people tested).
3G | TE & SIER, BFYR TR F GI&07 {57 7T 514 A1 4 95.7% &

R AT H A &R 9§ e hIfFH qran T, SR I8 bS] SIAYR S8Td (214

NI BT TLEN) | 71.9% TUT BAGYR (171 TN BT UN&H0T) T 85.96% T

e “The State authorities, especially the Chief Secretary, Uttar Pradesh, and
Secretary, Health, Govt. of U.P. are directed to provide a timeline within two
weeks in respect of the steps that will be taken by the State authorities to complete
the process of mapping the entire area and out the affected villages/ULBs [urban
local bodies]/districts,” the order said.

o TIAHRON, faRiy & U & qRe7 |ig, SR U 3R A9, Wy, 3w UeRl
W,ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁmw%%aﬁma?ﬁmmmaﬁ%w
TIRIHRUT X & T HFFE0 I $H3A 3R wifad maiguest /et & ugar & &
forT 11 HaH IS, 3= | ST T

e “They will also disclose the approximate number of the affected persons, the
medical facilities available at the District/ULB/Village level including the health
centers, doctors, paramedical staff available in those health centres, the facilities
available in those health centres and the nearby labs and distance from that lab for
carrying out the blood and other sample analysis,” the order stated.

3 gHTTaa safaaal &t srgaTa =, Seguas A wR R Iuasy fafer
gfaursit fga Tara $gl, staesl, Rfeed wIw, 39 Wy gl # Iuas
gfaersi, awﬁmawmmﬁﬁ?amﬁmam&mm%uﬂam%mgﬂ
&1 1 GART B, ST H Bl T

o “The mapping will include food chain contamination, surface water and groundwater
contamination, and air contamination analysis. The timeline will also be given for fully
implementing the 22 recommendations which have been noted in the order dated
01.07.2025,” the order said.

TR0 T G 43T TG0l Fd Td YT UguuT, SR arg wguur o e Sfiver g
g{ggozs%e«né‘ﬂﬁaﬁfzz Ryeri=n & Iff g L H=A & forg +ft ergaemsa < s,
g1 T

Page6O

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

At 72.16%, Kerala stands
fourth in employability rate

Sarath Babu George
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala has reaffirmed its
strong position in the
couniry’s employability
landscape by emerging
fourth among the top-per-
forming States in the India
Skills Report 2026. The
State recorded an em-
ployability rate of 72.16% —
only Uttar Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, and Karnataka
have better rates.

The State also figures
among the top-10 pre-
ferred States for women
professionals, with the re-
port underlining Kerala’s
gender-inclusive  labour
ecosystem.

The report has been pu-
blished by global educa-
tion and talent solutions

organisation ETS in asso-
ciation with various agen-
cies, including the All India
Council for Technical Edu-
cation, Confederation of
Indian Industry, and the
Association of Indian Un-
iversities.

Job readiness

Nationally, overall em-
ployability has risen to
56.35%, up from 54.81%
last year, with more than
half of India’s graduates
scoring above 60% in the
Global Employability Test
(GET) conducted to com-
pile the report. Kerala fi-
gures prominently in both
State and city-level rank-
ings, reflecting a consistent
rise in job readiness and
sector-specific skill

alignment.

Among the top perform-
ing cities, Kochi ranks
fourth, ahead of major me-
tros such as Delhi and Hyd-
erabad, with an average
employability score of
76.56%. The report identi-
fies Tier-2 cities such as Ko-
chi and Lucknow to be
emerging as strong talent
hubs, narrowing the ur-
ban-rural skill gap.

Women’s employability
in the country has seen a
remarkable rise to 54%,
surpassing men (51.5%) for
the first time. Kerala, along
with Uttar Pradesh and Te-
langana, leads this shift by
reporting strong female
participation in banking, fi-
nancial services and insu-
rance sector (BFSI), health
care and  education
sectors.

At 72.16%, Kerala stands fourth in employability rate

72.16% WX, ASTTRATGAT &3 A HIdd N WH W)

o At 72.16%, Kerala stands fourth in employability rate

72.16% TR, ASHTRATIT & H I A1 ”IF W

Kerala has re-armed its strong position in the country’s employability landscape by
emerging fourth among the top-performing States in the India Skills Report 2026.
a4 SfSar R Raid 2026 T i ve o3 art o4t & i RIF R SHRER o2
& ISTTRATEEr uRea T Ut Aot fRufa &1 fhr ¥ wifd e g

The State recorded an employability rate of 72.16% — only Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and Karnataka have better rates.

1 1 72.16% 1 ASHIRATAAN &R &S Dl — bad IR UG, HERTY 3R PAlcP B
RAERRCERN

The State also « gures among the top-10 preferred States for women professionals,
with the report underlining Kerala’s gender-inclusive labour ecosystem.

7T Afgar 9iaRt & forg =10 Ticitar vt & ot =nfire 5, ofR Ruid axa & -
TaTaRht yu wifRufaa @ o Y@ifed s g

The report has been published by global education and talent solutions
organisation ETS in association with various agencies, including the All India
Council for Technical Education, Confederation of Indian Industry, and the
Association of Indian Universities.

TIHIA TS ede AIegRi™ WS ETS §RI UHIRIT H1 T3 5, faflra
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TSRl oY SIfET URAG da-ta e ulkue, 4R S ufvey, 8k
THIRERE 3w §iEa- giaRids & Tgam |

Job readiness

T8 Bt Rt

e Nationally, overall employability has risen to 56.35%, up from 54.81% last year, with
more than half of India’s graduates scoring above 60% in the Global Employability
Test (GET) conducted to compile the report.

TR W, F ASTRITTT 54.81% ° TGHR 56.35% 81 715 &, 3R RUI IR A
& TOTQ AT Tetael TRaATaiaieid! e (GET) H HRd o 3¢ § 31 |Idd! = 60%
3 3t 3id U fohe €
o Kerala figures prominently in both State and city-level rankings, reflecting a consistent
rise in job readiness and sector-specific skill alignment.

H AT 3R e TR 1 37T H Y T W Gams ar 8, S Al 3T a3
a-RAfry B W@ # FR@R 3 & cxfar 2

e Among the top performing cities, Kochi ranks fourth, ahead of major metros such as
Delhi and Hyderabad, with an average employability score of 76.56%.

T e B arel Te A, P 919 'H R 8, Reeh 3R 2ermare o9 wiE
HETTRI @ 3, 76.56% & 3MGd JASHIRANTA ThRR & Y |

The report identi-+ es Tier-2 cities such as Kochi and Lucknow to be emerging as
strong talent hubs, narrowing the urban-rural skill gap.

fRUic Pifer ok aaTs; oY fCTR-2 XeR! & Holgd ede 89 & ©U & 3R gU
UBAM B, S Te-urior Biere 3k B HH HR R |

Women’s employability

Afgarsi & IsRaRgdr

e Women’s employability in the country has seen a remarkable rise to 54%, surpassing
men (51.5%) for the first time.
291 A Aigaell B ARG Seae-1g U J g 54% 81 7S 8, S Ugell SR
TouI (51.5%) ¥ 3 FAdhd T8 g1

o Kerala, along with Uttar Pradesh and Telangana, leads this shift by reporting strong
female participation in banking, financial services and insurance sector (BFSI),
health care, and education sectors.
PR, IR USSR de=T & 1y, Sfhr, faxfta Targ sk §tw (BFsI), @y
%@‘mﬁ, 3R fRrem &= & Aoigy Afgen UrfieRt @1 RUIE o) 59 95ad &7 Aqd ol

|
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Why does India’s road safety

system keep failing?

How do poorly constructed roads and infrastructure lead to road crashes?

Piyush Tewari

The story so far:

n November 10, the Supreme
Court took cognisance of two
mass-casualty road crashes in

Phalodi, Rajasthan (14 killed)
and NH 163, Telangana (19 killed). More
than 1.7 lakh lives were lost in 2023 alone
due to road crashes.

‘What are the problems in licensing?
Licensing and training need to be the first
line of defence against crashes, not just an
administrative formality. The driver
licensing system is meant to be a filtration
process, determining who is fit to operate
a vehicle and who is not. But, across
much of India, driving licences can be
obtained without formal training. Driving
tests are often reduced to perfunctory
turns on small test tracks. For commercial
drivers, whose vehicles can weigh more
than 15 tonnes and carry dozens of

passengers, there is no structured,
standardised safety training. And once a
licence is issued, few checks are carried
out to assess a driver’s continuing skill,
physical fitness, or mental alertness.
Heavily fatigued drivers — some with
compromised vision or chronic illness —
routinely operate heavy vehicles carrying
unsuspecting passengers, with no
mechanism to detect or restrict them.

What is the role of enforcement?
Speeding, overloading, lane violations,
and driving under the influence remain
among the top causes of fatal crashes.
Enforcement against these, however,
continue to rely heavily on
resource-constrained and unskilled
manual policing, making it inconsistent
and susceptible to both human error and
discretion. Even where technology exists
— such as automated cameras and digital
challan systems — coverage is limited,
data integration is weak, and penalties are

often not recovered. The Supreme Court
has repeatedly emphasised the need for
electronic enforcement standards and
technology-based deterrence. But
adoption remains patchy across States.

What about weak infrastructure?
From poorly banked curves and no crash
barriers to inadequate illumination and
missing rest areas that force heavy
vehicles to park on the highways, the
physical environment of India’s highways
and urban roads often turns minor
mistakes into fatal outcomes. Many State
and national highways were designed
decades ago for speed and throughput,
not safety. The result has given way to
‘unforgiving roads’ — corridors where a
moment’s lapse can mean disaster.
Maintenance gaps such as broken
dividers, exposed concrete structures,
unmarked construction zones, and
encroachments are common. In urban
areas, pedestrian infrastructure remains

Why does India’s road safety system keep failing?

YRA P! JSH JR&T YUl IR-IR F1 fawd gt 82

minimal or absent, leaving those on foot
to compete with heavy vehicles for space.

Evidence from pilot projects show that
design-led interventions can reverse this
trend. On the Mumbai-Pune Expressway,
for instance, evidence-based engineering
and enforcement changes under the Zero
Fatality Corridor programme have cut
crash deaths by more than half.

How can trauma care be improved?
For many victims of road crashes in India,
survival depends not on the impact itself,
but on what happens in the critical hour
that follows. Ambulance networks vary
widely in availability and efficiency across
the country. In rural areas, delays in
decisive care can stretch beyond an hour;
even in cities, victims are often extracted
by bystanders or the police without
proper equipment and little to no medical
support. Facilities closest to crash sites
often lack trauma specialists, blood
banks, or basic resuscitation facilities. A
proposed Right to Trauma Care law could
mandate time-bound emergency
response standards and a coordinated
trauma network.

Moreover, licensing, infrastructure,
and trauma care are treated as separate
silos managed by different departments.
Safety can only be achieved when they
function as one, reinforced by
accountability and coordination.

Piyush Tewari is the Founder and CEO
of SaveLIFE Foundation.

Road Safety and Supreme Court Intervention (November 10)

HSP GR&T 3R |ard

AT 1 &Y (10 TdwR)

THE GIST

v

Licensing and training need to
be the first line of defence
against accidents, not just an
administrative formality.

-

Speeding, overloading, lane
violations, and driving under
the influence remain among

the top causes of fatal crashes.

-

For many victims of road
crashes in India, survival
depends not on the impact
itself, but on what happens in
the critical hour that follows.

e On November 10, the Supreme Court took cognisance of two mass-casualty road crashes
in Phalodi, Rajasthan (14 killed) and NH 163, Telangana (19 killed). More than 1.7 lakh
lives were lost in 2023 alone due to road crashes.

10 4R H GHH HIE 3 BTAId), IR (14 W) 3R NH 163, AT (19 M) T g5 @
TSt TSP gHeIsi HI Wd: I o7l Fad 2023 T & 1.7 @ | RS AN &1 1 TS

EESERE

What are the problems in licensing?

g R A T gHwTd 82

e Licensing and training should be the first line of defence against crashes, not just an
admlnlstratlve formality.

3R UfRIE0r B FHad T RN AUaRedl 1] dfeh gdeIsil & faare ugal
TR e g argul

e The driver licensing system is supposed to filter who is fit to operate a vehicle, but in
much of India, licences can be obtained without formal training.

STSRITT ATEaE TUTCR 31 3270 T a0 AT & 5 B a6 I & A 2, A YR &
i fiewat & situnfyes ufRreror & famr 8 ergd™ ure fope o 9&a 1

o Driving tests are often reduced to simple turns on small tracks.

grsfair e

AR BIE ¢PHI W

ruaie wig) de diftid w8 o g

e For commercial drivers (operating vehicles over 15 tonnes or carrying dozens of
passengers), there is no structured or standardised safety training.
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ATIITAP ATAD! (S 15 <1 T TP aoI aTd a18 1 Soi+! AT B A o1 §) & forg Hig
TR a1 AP g e UiRner TEt g1

Once a licence is issued, no checks are done to assess continuing skill, fitness, or
alertness.

TH SR ARAY ORI 81 & 918 PIRrd, e a1 Gadbdr &1 SIERT Sid 8! 3t ATt
Fatigued drivers, with poor vision or illness, continue to drive heavy vehicles without
detection or restriction.

YP gU AT, foTd! T FHSNR il @ a1 d AR g €, faan fdt s ar ufedy & W
aTg =eld B 8

What is the role of enforcement?

vad B T YfDT 82

Speeding, overloading, lane violations, and drunk driving remain among the top causes
of fatal crashes.

% 7IfQ, SNaRANEN, A I 3R TR A 918 I UTdd oS & UgE SR &
M |

Enforcement depends on manual policing, which is inconsistent and prone to human error
and corruption.

vac 3ieft oft Agarer gferRimT R ek g, it sRivTa 8 SR wridia Ffedt @ YeTER &) uTeHT
G g

Even where automated systems like digital challans and cameras exist, coverage is
limited, and penalties often remain unrecovered.

et ReRred Trar ok Hust il i wonRral ¥, gt ot wave Wi 2 ok oAt
SR IS TEl il |

The Supreme Court has emphasized electronic enforcement standards and technology-
based deterrence, but adoption remains uneven across States.

Qita PIE 3 gaaeie Tad- B! IR e sneiid FaR®s Ul 1 sa<adwd 1)
SR fear g, Afe 0t § 39T W Sai-aa §

What about weak infrastructure?
PHGR a1 & 71 fRAUfa 82

Poor road design (like no crash barriers, poor curves, and weak lighting) converts minor
mistakes into fatal outcomes.

TRIY TS FFATS (o S SR 1 el wR1e His, iR srafe A=) e gredl
UTd® qRom 3 §ed & ¢
Many highways were designed decades ago for speed and throughput, not safety.

3 IASTHNT GS! U8 T 3R e WaTe & forg =g 77U &, e & forg =&l

Common issues include broken dividers, unmarked construction zones, and
encroachments.

3T gHwe] § g g¢ fEarger, famr o= arat fAmfor g3, ik sy weat =@ 81

In urban areas, pedestrian infrastructure is minimal, forcing people on foot to share roads
with heavy vehicles.

s & A Aed g aral & fIY SrawiReAT 9gd #1 €, o) 3% |l arg=il & 91d 5%
AT BT Tsell B

Design-led interventions can reduce accidents — e.g., on the Mumbai-Pune Expressway,
the Zero Fatality Corridor program halved crash deaths.

fEwrg-smenfya GuURY T gefet uers o1 It § — o TN W SiRY Peferdt
ﬁh@wﬂwﬁ%ﬂmﬁﬁaﬁmmmﬁm g

How can trauma care be improved?

oI $OR A GUR A fovar o gwar g2
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Victims’ survival often depends on the critical first hour after a crash.
RS B T SRR gHle1 & 91E & Ugd T He R R a3

Ambulance services are uneven across India, with rural delays sometimes exceeding one
hour.

YR T WA Tad SRTA &, AT &5 & Uep b | 31 @ 3 s 3|

Even in cities, victims are often rescued without medical support or proper equipment.

Tet ae o Rt | o, Tt &) orR Rifreaata HeTaT a1 SR % 31 & Faprer

EIGIE]

Nearby hospitals often lack trauma specialists, blood banks, or resuscitation facilities.
SEaTal § SR ST faRivy, srs §F a1 [Asiia- gaumd Tet g

A proposed Right to Trauma Care law could ensure time-bound emergency response and

a coordinated trauma network.

TR IGE g STHT HUR BT THIS ATUTAPTeN ufaferar iR gafad e Aead
AT R IHdT g |

Currently, licensing, infrastructure, and trauma care are handled separately by different
departments. True safety needs coordination and accountability among all.

I H, AISARAT, @<= g{%ﬂ?mmﬁmmﬂmﬁm%w
ﬁv&rralﬁw%aamﬁﬁw ECICCEEET
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